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PROBLEM 

BY 

S. N. Tadapatbikar. M. a, 

I-INTRODUCTORY 

1. Vasudeva has been, ever since the 3rd or 4th century B. C. 
or even before the advent of Buddhism, worshipped by a great 
number of Indians, who called themselves Bhagavatas, devotees 
of Bhagavat, the supreme Godhead. They took Vasudeva to be the 
creator of the worlds and beings, the disposer of destinies, and 
had identified him with Krsna,~^in fact, believed that Krsra of the 
Mahabharata and the Puranas, Krsna, the preacher of the message 
of Bhagavadgita, was this same Vasudeva, the Yadava hero, who 
had come down as an incarnation of the Great God Visnu Nara- 
yana, and it was with this complete identification at heart, that a 
great literature of the Bhagavatas was composed in the mediaeval 
period. The sentiment of devotion, once rooted, spread in all 
its branches over the whole of India, and Ramanuja and Madhva 
in the South, Ramananda, Mirabai, Kabir, Vallabha, and the 
saints in Mathura in the North, and Caitanya in the East, all 
contributed to bhagavatise the whole of India till the 16th 
century, when the Maratha saints took up the flag, and calling 
Vitthala, the Krsna of the Kali age, took the message of devotion 
to the most illiterate masses. Curiously enough, the Bhagavata 
religion had among its followers, some foreign converts too, and 
the eagle pillar erected by Holiodorus' at Besnagar in the 2nd 
century B. C., and Mahomedans^ becoming Bhagavata saints in 
the 16th century and onwards, are instances to quote. 

As was natural, the original tenets of the Bhagavata religion 
Vvere, during the course of time, mixed up with other principles, 
and ultimately the principles of utmost devotion only remained 

1 R. G. B. Works, vol. IV, p. 14. 

2 MahSrasfra Sarasvata, pp. 198*^00 Shaikh Mahatnad j p. 5l9 Shaikh Sultan 
p.^22, Bhaha Muni* 
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common to all the followers. The philosophies of Ramanuja, and 
Madhva, the different forms of worship among the different 
sub-sects of the Bhagavatas, all go to prove this ; so that even 
among the followers of Sarrikara, the great Advaita preacher, there 
are many who call themselves Bhagavatas, professing that, devo- 
tion to the God, is not discordant with extreme monism, and it 
is of interest to note that regular efforts have been made to prove 
that it is so. It is not within the province of the present thesis 
to go into any details thereof, the foregoing being meant only to 
serve as a general trace of the spread of the Bhagavata religion. 

2. Although there were among these millions, scholars of 
great intellect, who wrote many learned works on this religion, 
none ever had the slightest doubt about the identification of 
Vasudeva, Krsna, Narayaiui, and Visnu, audit w^as only during 
the last century, when the critical analysis of the Western 
scholars put the whole material to test, that doubts were raised 
as to whether all these were from the first identical, or any stages 
could be traced out to show the development of the Bhagavata 
ideas about their Supreme God ; and though many have collected 
and classified material to draw conclusions from, still no satis- 
factory solution has been arrived at, and the Krsna problem 
stands at the present day, as uncertain, as it did at the beginning 
of the investigation. 

To give an idea of the work done in this line, the late 
Sir R. G. Bhandarkar,’ in his Report on the search for Sanskrit 
MSS. for 1883-84, gave an outline'^* of liis theory which placed 
two alternatives before the world ( i ) that the Satvata prince 
Krspa himself founded the system, or ( ii ) that he was deified 
after his death, and a system developed round him. Prof. Jacobi 
in his learned article'^ on ‘ Incarnation ( Indian ),’ rejects the first 
alternative as a scarcely tenable ” one, and endorses the second 
with certain modifications. His arguments and conclusion can 
be summarised as follows • — 

1 Quoted by Jacobi, E, R. E. vol. 7 p. 196, and now published in R. G. B. 

Works, vol. II, pp. 58-291. 

% Op.oit. p.l93. 

3 E. B- E, Tol. 7 pp. 193-197. 



The Krsrta Problem 


%n 


When Narayana, Visnu became the supreme deity, the 
Creator and Lord of the world, he stepped into the place of 
Prajapati, the Creator of the period of the Brahmanas, who ascribe 
to PrajSpati, the Kurma and Varaha incarnations, and represent 
him as taking one form or other for some special purpose, and 
the deeds of PrajSpati were transferred to Narayana. 

“ The wide-spread worship of Krsna, as a tribal hero 
and demi-god and his subsequent identification with Nara- 
yana. the supreme Lord of creation in that period, gave 
birth to the theory of incarnation, not as a philosophi- 
cal speculation of learned mythologists and theologists, but as 
the great principle pervading and upholding a popular religion. 
Krsnaism, in this sense, prevailed in India probably centuries 
before the beginning of our era. Compare •* Chandogya Upanisad, 
III. X7IL 6, where Ghora Ahgirasa imparted a particular piece 
of secret knowledge to Krsna, the son of Devakl. Here Krsna is 
still regarded as a man and not a god. 

“ When the Vedic period drew towards the end, VSsudeva was 
considered an equal of N arayana'and Visnu,- compare, Tait. Aran. 
X. i. 6, where Vasudeva is mentioned as a god, together with NSrS- 
yana and Visnu, apparently as mystically identical. Panini 
regards, ( IV. iii. 98 ) Vasudeva as a person of the highest rank, 
probably a god ; but Krsna, the son of Devakl was still regarded, 
in the Vedic period, as a wise man inquiring into the highest 
truth, and only at some later time was he put on an equality with 
Visnu. Vasudeva, the god. and Krsna, the sage, were originally 
different from one another and only afterwards became, by a 
syncretism of beliefs, one deity, thus giving rise to, or bringing 
to perfection, a theory of incarnation. 

“Vasudeva is called Vasubhadra ( Bhasa, Dutavakya V. 6 ) : 
compare this with Manibhadra, who is spelt Manf in Jainapra- 
krita ; compare also Balabhadra,his brother’s name :so Vasudeva 
derived from * Vasu*^ ’ seems to be the original name. If this 
etymology is right, we must assume that the story of his being 
the son of a Knight Vasudeva is not true, and the name of his 
father seems to have been developed from his very nsme Vasu- 
deva. In support of this, oldest tradition does not mention 
Krsna’s father, but mother, calling him son of Devakl 
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“ The MahabhSrafca and Puranas reveal Krsna to us as a man, 
certainly not eminently good, but a crafty chief who is not over- 
scrupulous in his choice of means for accomplishing his ends. 
Visnu P. IV. 13 undertakes vindication of the character of Krsna; 
Jains assuming nine Vasu^ V5su°, Bala®, and PrativSsu®, pre- 
suppose the worship of Krsna as a very popular religion of 
India, and hence the Christian influence assumed by Weber is 
excluded by chronological considerations. 

R. G. Bhandarkar has dealt with this problem with details 
in his “Vaisnavism and Saivism etc. *• 

P, 3-Vasudeva worship mentioned with others in the Buddhist 
cannon Niddesa of the 4th century B. C. P. 4. — ^Inscription at 
Ghosundi, 200 years B. C. mentions the construction of a wall 
round the ball of worship of Samkarsana and Vasudeva. P. 5- 
Patahjali, on the Panini sutra, saying that Vasudeva is not a 
Ksattriya of the name, but the worshipful one. Pp. 6.-ll-The 
NarayanTya section of the Mahabhtrata XII, summarised with 
the concluding remark It thus appears that a religion of 
devotion arose in earlier times, but it received a definite shape, 
when Vasudeva related the Gita to Ar juna and led to the forma- 
tion of an independent sect, where his brother, son, and grandson, 

were associated with him, as his forms, the sect became con- 

terminus with the Satvatas*' P. 13 “The conception of Vasudeva 
as father must have arisen afterwards, as appears from the 
example Vasudeva in the Mahabhasya, in the sense of Vasu®, 
not Vasu®.. .Vasudeva was identified with the Vedic sage Krsna, 
and a geneology given to him in the Vrsni race, through Sura 
and Vasudeva. P. 49“In the Mahabharata times, the gradual 
extension of the religion of Satvatas, is shadowed forth, in some 
passages questioning the divinity of Krsna, while, in Puranic 
times, the three streams of religious thought • ( 1 ) from Visnu, 
the Vedic God, ( 2 ) from Narayana, the cosmic and philosophic 
God, and ( 3 ) from Vasudeva, the historical lord, mingled 
together to form the later Vaisnavism. P. 50-When HV, VyP, 
and BhP., were written, the legend about the cowherd Krsna, 
must have already been current, and his identification with 
Vasudeva Krsna, been effected... ••• story of Vrsni prince Vasudeva 
being brought up in a cow-settlement, is incongrucns with his 
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later career, as depicted in the MahabhSrata ; nor does any part 
of Mahabharata require the presupposition of such a boyhood. 
PP. 52-54-The Sbhiras of about the 1st century A. D., a nomadic 
tribe of cowherds, probably brought with them tne worship of the 
boygod, his humble birth, etc. ; they possibly brought tne name 
of Christ also, which led to the identification of the boy-god wich 
Vasudeva Krsna. The story of Buddhist Ghatajataka contalnb 
reference to Nanda etc., but this Jataka seems to be of post- 
Christian times. " 

Prof, Winternitz in his "‘History of Indian literature" (vol. 1) 
has, at p. 456 •' — 

‘‘ As regards Krsna, described in several places in the Maha- 
bharata, he is repeatedly scorned by hostile heroes as ‘ cowherd ‘ 
and ‘ slave. ’ Even behind the legends of Harivamsa, there 
seems to be a foundation of older legends in which Krsna was 
not yet a god, but the hero of a rough tribe of cowherds. It is 
difficult to believe that Krsna, the friend and counsellor of 
Pandavas, the herald of the doctrines of the Bhagavadgita, the 
youthful hero and demon-slayer, the favourite and lover of cow* 
herdesses, and finally Krsna, the incarnation of god Visnu was 
cm^ and the same person. It is far more likely that there were 
two or several traditional Krsnas, who were merged into one 
deity at a later time. It is possible that Krsna was the 
founder of the Bhagavata religion, and was ultimately 
made into an incarnation. It is possible that Krsna did 
not figure at all in the original epic, and was introduced only 
later, perhaps to justify the actions of Pandavas : much as has 
been written on the problem of Krgna, we must admit, no satis- 
factory solution has been found. In any case, it is a far cry, 
from Krsna, friend of Pandavas, to the Krsna of Harivamsa, and 
the exalted God Visnu. ** 

3. These scholars ana others following these, have laid great 
stress on the fact of one person having many names, and starting 
with the idea that one person should have one name only, have 
analysed the Krsna story under so many names attached to so 
many incidents, taking that each originally concerned one person 
only, and all were subsequently mixed up to form the great mass 
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of the Mahabharata and Puranas. The three striking features of 
this Krsna, as at present found mixed up, and separated by the 
Bcholars are : ( 1 ) Krsna as the preacher of the religion of the 
Bhagavadgita, (2 ) Prince Krsna, the friend and counsellor of the 
Pandavas “ not over-scrupulous in his choice of means for 
accomplishing his ends " ( Jacobi, above ), and ( 3 ) Krsna, who 
grew among cowherds, killed Kamsa, and established himself 
and his kin in Dvaraka, a place which belongs to prince Krsna 
in ( 2 ), also. 

As the Mahabharata and the Puranas are mainly responsible 
for these accounts of Krsna, other literature only incidentally 
and that too comparatively very rarely, it is proposed, here, to 
collect and compare the material bearing thereon, as presented in 
the Mahabharata and tlie Puranas. That some convincing 
conclusion will be fche fruit of these efforts, would, it is feared, be 
too much to expect, but even if this is sufficient to give a clear 
view of the whole material, it will have served its purpose. The 
material itself is vast, and following is, in brief, a statement of 
the Krsna story, with its extent and context, as found in the 
diTerent Puranas and the Mahabharata. 

THE PURANAS. 

1. Brahma Purana (BP)-Adhs. 179-212 - Vyasa, having re- 
lated the importance of Bharatavarsa, and Purusaksetra, is asked 
by the Rsis to relate about the birth of Baladeva and Krsna on 
this earth. The introductory stanzas at adhy. 180, are in the 
fashion of those of Mahabharata at 1. 1. Real story begins from 
adhyaya 181. ( Anandasrama edition ). 

2. Visnu Purana ( VP )-Amsa 5, adhs. 1-38 : Maitreya, having 
heard the genealogy of other kings, asks Parasara, to tell him 
about the Amsavatara of Visnu, of the Yadu family. The text of 
BP and VP agrees, according to Wilson, “exactly" but a 
comparision of the two, shows some additional matter in the VP, 
which is shown under the respective headings below ( edition 
printed at the Vrttadipa Press, by Visvanatha Bhaskara Bhagavata; 
text with commentary Vaisnavakuta candrikaby Sri Ratnagarbha 
Bhattacarya ). 
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3. Padma Purina ( PP )-UttaTakhaiKla, adhs. 272-379: Rudra, 
having told the Ramacarita to his consort Parvati, now goes on 
to relate the life of Krsna Vasudeva. ( Anandasrama edition 
1894 ). 

Hari Varhsa ( HV ) -Adhs. 51-190: God Visnu is awakened 
by the gods, from his long sleep, and according to the talk after- 
wards, when Pandavas, Kauravas etc., are born, Narada went to 
the courts of gods, and there, relating the misdeeds of Karnsa and 
others, requested Visnu to come down, to the earth, to remove 
her burden. Visnu consults Brahma as to where he should be born, 
when Brahma tell about Vasudeva etc., eto.,( Calcutta edition ). 

5. Brhma Vaivarta Purana (BVP)-The whole of the part called 
‘Sri Krsnajanma-Khanda • Narada asking Narayana regarding 
Krsna* incarnation. Radha, being cursed by Sri Dama, friend of 
Krsna, had to become a cowherdess, and for her sake apparently, 
Krsna had to come down. The usual story of the Earth going to 
heaven for relief, begins from the adh. 4 ( an old edition the title 
page of which is missing j. 

6. BhSgavata Purana ( BhP )-Skandhas. X, XI: giving a 
connected life of Krsna, as an incarnation of supreme Godhead, 
related by Suka to king Parlksit, who, after hearing the genealogy 
of the Lunar and Solar kings, asks to be told the deeds of Visnu s 
part incarnation, in the Yadu*s family ( Kumbhakonam edition). 

7. Vayu Purana (VyF) -adh. 96 '• In course of giving the 
genealogy of Yadu, from adh. 94, mentions, in this adh. at st. 30 ff. 
the story of diamond Syamantaka, and brings in Krsna and 
Balarama, and gives their birth and deeds ( Anandasram edition ). 

8. Devi Bhagavata Purana ( DBh)-Skandha IV, adhs. 18-25 * 
Vyasa aud Janamejaya speakingr-latter’s question at adb. 17, 
introduces Ksrna after Rama .story, beginning with the birth of 
Vasudeva, who being Kasyapa himself, cursed by Varuna comes 
to the earth ( Lele's edition with Marathi translation ). 

9. Agni Purana ( AP )-adh. 12 ♦* Agni describing to Vasistha 
the incarnation of Visnu, from Matsya onwards, comes, after 
Rama, to Krsna, saying ‘‘Harivamsam pravaksyami*^ 12. 1 , 

( Anandasram edition ). 
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10. Liriga PurSna ( LP )-adl). 60 : in the course of giving the 
Satvata genealogy, comes upon Kaihsa (St. 42); then Vasudeva 
and Devakl giving birth to Krsna ( Calcutta edition by Jivananda 
Vidyasagara ). 

The MAHiBHiRATA ( Mbh. ) ! Krsna story is mixed with 
that of the PSndavas, all over the Epic ; he is introduced here 
as already grown up, his first appearance being at the Svayarh- 
vara of Draupadl. Reference to his birth from Vasudeva in the 
Aih§avatarana portion of the Adiparvan ( I. 64. 141-146 ) is 
likely to be, an after-addition, and forms no part of the original *, 
Krona’s previous life, is given, only incidentally in the dialogues 
of other persons ( Kumbhakonam edition ). 

JaINA Harivamsa PurAna ( JHP ) : — The Jainas also have 
adopted the Indian epic and Puranic tales, and there is a 
Harivamsa Parana, composed by Jinasena in Saka 705. This 
work though mainly intended to describe the deeds of 
Neminfitha, one of the Jaina Tirthamkaras, also gives the 
story of Krsna and the Pandavas, and although there are many 
points of difference in the details, the general run of the whole 
is ill agreement with the Indian tradition. ( Sholapur edition 
of Hindi translation ). 

Of the Puranas, BP seems to have an account older than VP, 
the latter having many additions to the text of the former. 
These two and PP, AP, BhP, and BVP devote a special portion 
to the Krsna story, while VyP and LPgive it, in course of describ- 
ing the Yadava genealogy. AP is only a short summary con- 
cluding with Krsna ’s fight with Banasura, and peacefully settling 
with his wives, and this is the general extent ofPuranic accounts. 
BVP, meant solely to glorify Radha, gives greatest prominence 
to KrsnajS life as connected with her. HV, although meant to 
serve as a supplement to Mbh., faithfully goes over the extent 
of the Puranic story, and guards against any mixture of the 
Mbh. account, while BhP is the only PurSna, which puts in the 
two accounts, setting them in proper context. DBh finishes the 
Krsna story with his penance, in which he giatifies Siva, and 
obtains boon to have sons, and Siva then gives a prophecy of 
Kpipa's life, bringing it to his death. 
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Except BP and VP which have a common text, all the other 
accounta have no textual agreement. The influence of Mbh. 
on the BhP is very great : in addition to its bringing in the Krsna 
story in Mbh. side by side with that in Puranas, the story which 
introduces the Purana itself, refers to the characters in the 
Mbh., and starts from Asvathaman’s killing Pariksit, while yet 
unborn, and the child’s revival by Krsna, an incident mentioned 
at Mbh. XIV. 69. 24-26. 

II— Krsna-Story in the Puranas. 

1. That so many different compositions bearing on the same 
subject, and ranging from short ones of a few stanzas, to 
those extending over thousands of stanzas, are found included 
in the majority of Puranas, is, in addition to its proving the vast 
popularity of Krsna, a point that leads us to some other field, 
— different texts bearing on almost the same details of the 
story, would suggest that these texts were composed by more 
than one author, and not by Vyasa alone, in different 
frovinces of India, at, perhaps, different times — but rather 
than dealing here with such matters of a general nature, 
it is better, just to study the details of the story itself ; it is 
proposed to divide the whole Puranic story into incident-unzts, 
each being arranged as follows s-( 1 ) number and name of the 
incident. ( b ) place where it is found in the different Purapas, 
and the Mahabharata, ( c ) general description of the incident, 
( d ) a comparison of the details, and ( e ) other important matter. 

Regarding these different sources, it has to be noted that AP 
in its summary, only mentions the incidents, and in these too, the 
order of some is not in keeping with the general tradition ; while 
LP and VyP as also the DBh., bring in the Krsna story only inci- 
dentally, first two in giving the Satvata genealogy, and the last, 
to prove that even God Visnu has to submit to the decrees of fate*. 
In Mbh. too, the Puranic incidents are mentioned only to glorify 
Krsna, while his actual life described in the Epic, mainly as it 
should, connects itself with the Pandavas, and forms, as it were, a 


1 ** Etam nBASTalftretra ... daiTidhiuati sadaiva hi ” DBh IV, 20, 

A.13. 
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went to BrahmS, who took her to Siva, then the three going to 
Dharma, and after consulting him, all went to Hari, who advised 
them to repair to Goloka and request Krsna who would do the 
needful. According to DBh, the Earth went to Indra, who admit- 
ted his inability to help her, and took her to Brahma, who then 
took them both to God Hari, who, in his turn, explains the supe- 
riority of the goddess Devi, and all offer prayers to her. HV 
describes the death of Kalanemi, with full details, at adh. 48, 49 ; 
VP, too, at St. 22, puts in the words of the Earth, that the same 
demon was born as Kartisa, but makes no direct mention of this 
incident. Visnu, who was sleeping for ages, is, in HV, awakened 
by Brahma and sages, at the end of adh. 51, when Brhama shows 
the distressed Earth, and asks Hari to come to mount Meru for 
consultation. As context to this incident, VP-BP differing here 
— and PP, mention the marriage ofVasudeva, and DevakI, and 
their subsequent captivity by Karhsa, who had learnt of his future 
death from Devakl’s issue, (st. 12 VP, and PP). 

In VisvopSkhyana, at Mbh. VI 65-68, the gods’ conference on 
the mount Meru, is mentioned, where the supreme God comes 
and is requested by ’Brahma, to be born in the family of the 
Yfidavas. 

(e) Compared with BP, VP inserts 6 stanzas, in the speeeh of 
the Earth, stating that all creation was the different forms of God 
Visnu. 

(a) IL GoD’8 Promise. 

(b) BP 181.29^32; VP 1.33-655 PP 272.18-25; HV 52-56; BVP 
4.56-6.278; BhP 1.20-26; VyP-no mention; DBh 18.25-19.47; AP 
LP-no mention; Mbh 1.65.54-66.1 and VI66.2. 

(c) Going to the abode of the supreme God Visnu, the gods, 
Brahma prominent among them, offered prayers, when the God 
learnt of the trouble, and promised to relieve the Earth of her 
burden after being born as Krsna, son of Vasudeva. He also 
asked the other gods to go down in various characters, and help 
his cause. 

( d ) BP and VP give a text for the prayer by Brahma, PP 
only stating that prayer was offered, while BhP says that BrahmJ^ 
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recited the Purusa Sukta, and had the inspired response from the 
Sky — without the God appearing personally — and then the word 
was carried to other gods. In HV, it is Brahma who gives his 
advice to Hari in the conference ; according to BVP, the matter is 
finally settled in Goloka, the abode of Radha and Krsna, latter 
allotting to each god his particular character, and lastly consoling 
his love Radha, for the coming separation of 100 years, which 
was an outcome of a former love intrigue in Goloka, and 
during this period, Krsna was to perform all his life’s work in 
Mathura, Dvaraka, etc. In DBh, the gods, under advice 
of Narayana, all offer prayers to the supreme Sakti, and she 
disposes of the matter, herself promising to appear as a child of 
Yasoda, and transfer Visnu to Gokula from his place of captivity 
as also effect the removal of Sesa, from the womb of DevakI to 
that of Rohinl. This Sakti is in other Puranas, referred 
to as Yogamaya, whom Hari asks to do these things. 
BP, VP, DBh also, and Mbh. I. 214. 32, 33, state that the God 
rooted out two hairs from himself-one black and the other 
white,-and these entering the wombs of DevakI, and Rohinl 
appeared as Krsna and Rama respectively. According to Mbh, 
in the reference in Adiparvan the God settles the matter with 
Indra, and, in that in the Bhismaparvan, the God only promised 
that it will be all right, and disappeared. These three different 
versions of the same incident show an effort to record all oral 
traditions, in some connection or another, in the body of the Epic. 

( e ) VP inserts an additional prayer for Brahma at 34-50, 
whereupon Hari asks him to speak his mind, and then VP takes 
the text common to BP. 

(a) III. Krsna ' s Birth. 

(b) BP 181.32-183.11; VP 1.65-3.7 ; PP 272.25-38 ; HV 57-60; 
BVP 7.1-74; BhP 1.37-3.8; VyP 96.192-202; DBh 20. (1-52, other 
matter) 53-23-21; AP 12,4-6; LP 69.46 48; Mbh 1.64.141.145. 

(c) Vasudeva married DevakI; while the ceremony was being 
performed, Kaihsa, the cousin of the bride, was apprised of his 
future death at the hands of the eighth son of DevakI ; he rushed 
upon her with a drawn sword, but was pacified by Vasudeva, who 
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promised to hand over his children to Karhsa, as soon as they 
were born. Karhsa killed six sons, but the seventh time, the child, 
while still in the womb, was transferred, by divine power, from 
DevakI to RohinI, another wife of Vasudeva, living elsewhere. 
This was the boy Samkarsana, so called from his being drawn 
away from Devakl’s womb. Kamsa was more watchful at the 
eighth time, and kept the couple under close custody, and it was 
thus, in the prison house, that our hero was born. 

(d) VP and PP give the marriage and the subsequent com- 
promise between Karhsa and the couple, to have occurred before 
the Earth’s approach to gods (cf. I, above); VyP gives it at stanzas 
219-228, as a previous incident to account for Kamsa s cruelty. 
Karhsa’s death is foretold by a word from heaven according to 
PP 272.7; BVP 7.15: VyP 96.220; by Narada as shown in BP 181.33; 
HV 57; VP mentions the first at 1.7 and the second at 1.66, saying 
that the couple was kept in captivity, upon Karhsa 's death being 
confirmed by Narada s statement, while BhP and DBh give the 
heavenly prophecy first, and introduce Narada, when Kaihsa 
returns to Vasudeva his first child, and there Narada urges Kamsa 
to kill all children, as which particular child was the eighth, 
could not be certain, as the numbers could be counted from any 
child as the first ; this last argument, according to DBh, wdiich 
also mentions Vasudeva’s armed opposition to Kamsa, when the 
elders intervened and the compromise was settled. 

The first six children killed by Kamsa -VyP says that 
he also killed Vasudeva’s ten more sons born of his other wives~are 
the former sons of Hiranyakasipu, according to BP, VP, HV and 
and DBh, of Hiranyaksa, according to PP ; BhP, along with 
BVP and LP mentions only the death of the six children at 2. 4, 
but, later on, at 85.47 it gives the Hiranyakasipu story, when Krsna 
shows his mother her dead sons : the story, that these six 'garbhas’ 
were favoured by Brahma, and consequently cursed by Hiranya°, 
occurs in DBh and with more details in HV, where Visnu perso- 
nally goes to Patala to give a dream vision to the six. BhP account 
in the second context, says that they were six sons of Marici, and 
having laughed at god Brahma, ready for a sexual union with 
his daughter, were born of liirapya, and afterwards taken to 
Devaki’s womb, by Yogamaya, and killed by Kamsa. It is the 
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lame illusion called Maya or Nidra,.that, being advised by Visnu, 
)rings about also, the transfer of Balarama to Rohinfs womb, 
md finally herself taking birth from Yasoda,to be exchanged for 
Ersna : and as a reward for these acts, she is promised high praise 
in heaven, Visnu himself repeating the stotraJ 

The killing of the first six, and the disappearance of the 
jeventh® from Devaki s womb, brings us to the birth of the eighth. 
BP and VP have a praise offered by the gods to the pregnant 
Devaki, while in BVP and BhP, the prayer is addressed to the 
God in the womb ; BVP states that Devakl^s womb was full of 
air- Vata ' only, and at the last moment, she fell senseless, when 
the air escaped, and the God appeared before her ; BhP also 
mentions the mysterious appearance of the divine form, other 
Puranas state his l)irtlv\ DBh giving a curious incident on ihe 
occasion • Devaki feeling ashamed asks Vasudeva to turnhisface 
away, while she was delivering ; BVP states that he fetched a 
learned Brahmana for consultation, and some female relatives 
to attend upon his wife. 

Krsna is described^ as, at first, having four hands and all the 
divine appearance of Visnu ; BVP describes his divine form, but 
gives him two hands only, and DBh makes him only a ‘‘ bright 
child. All Puranas state that the elements were extremely 
pleasant at the birth of Krsna : winds blowing auspiciously, the 
stars shining with lustre etc ; and HV and VyP agree in saying 
that the time was the “ Vijaya Muhurta. Mbh gives no details 

about this birth. 


1 So BP and VP ; HV allots a separate adh. 59, calling it ‘ AryS stava ’ 

BhP mentions Visnu requesting the MSyS to transfer the seventh child. 

2 LP seems to consider Rama, as the first born ; “Jate Raine tha nihate sa(}- 

garbhe cStidaksipe ” 69. 46. 

3 cf. BVP : “ Nihsasara ca vayus ca ... 173, tatraiva bhagavSn Krspo ... 

bahirSvirbabhuva ha 174. BhP : “DevakyamavirasU.” BP, VP “jayaraSne** 
PP : “ TasySm jatah. ” HV : jatam,” and DBh “Susuve.” 

4 of. BP, VP, VyP ‘ caturbahuh, ’ PP, BhP, AP, LP ; caturbhujah * BVP; 

‘ dvibhujam muralihastam. ’ HV *Yutam divyaih lak9ai;^aih* ( doubtful )• 
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( e ) VP inserts 12 st ( 2. 7-18 ) in the prayer offered by the 
gods to Devaki. AP and LP in mentioning this birth, give the 
removal of the Earth s burden, as a motive^ ^ 

{ a ) IV Krsna’s Eemoval to Gokula. 

{ b ) BP 182. 12-32 ; VP 3. 8-29 ; PP 272. 39-58 : HV 60 ; BVP 7. 
75-132 : BhP 3. 9-4. 13 •, VyP 96. 203-210 ; DBh 23. 22-48 ; AP 12. 
7-13 ; LP 69. 49-61, Mbh-no reference to these incidents, is found 
in the Epic, only indirect mention of Krsna's deeds is made collec- 
tively, in some connection, and these will be considered later on. 

( c ) Seeing the God in his divine glory, before him, Vasudeva 
requested him, after prayers, to become an ordinary child, telling 
him of the fear from Karhsa, whereupon, the superhuman turned 
into a child, and Vasudeva, according to the advice given him, 
took the child to Gokula, and exchanging it for the daughter of 
Yasoda, returned, and placed her with his wife Devaki, when 
Kamsa was informed of the birth of the eighth child. He struck 
her against a stone, but she escaped his hands, and showing her 
divine form in the sky, told Kaihsa that his death, the real eighth 
child, was in safety elsewhere. 

(d) BP and VP give two stanzas for Vasudeva, and two for 
Devaki, praying the divine form as supreme God ; and being 
afraid of Kamsa, they ask Him to withdraw his divine form with 
four hands; the Bhagavat tells Devaki that he had been born^^ of 
her, as she had prayed for; formerly. It is further stated that while 
Vasudeva was taking the child to Gokula. at night, the guards 
were sleeping, influenced by Yoganidra; the child was protected 
from the rain by Sesa, covering it with his hoods, that the deep 
river Yamuna became passable with knee-deep water, that on 
returning after the exchange of children, while Yasoda was 
unconscious, the guards heard the crying of the child and inform- 
ed Kamsa. PP omits the words of Devaki and Bhagavat, and 
adds that Vraja was situated on the bank of the river. H V, BVP, 
and VyP do not give any details of the incidents on the way ; 

1 Cf. AP;“ bhnvobhSra.atfirartham ” 12. 4,LP “ Bhabh5ranigrah5rth5ya 

62. 55, implying a reference (?) to incidents in I, II. 

% “ jStoham yat tavodarSt, ” BP 18S. 18, VP 3. 14, 
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BhP in the reply of the Bbagavat, gives an account of the former 
lives of his parents and their hard penance for having him as 
their child. BP, VP, PP, AP, and LP do not state as to who 
advised the transfer. HV, BVP, VyP, and BhP do it under 
advice of Bhagavat ; DBh mentioning a message from the sky,^ 
this last stating that the exchange of children was made between 
Vasudeva and a maid servant-Sairandhri-who stood at the door 
of Nanda's house, and according to VyP, and LP, Vasudeva did 
it with the knowledge of Yasoda, and in addition requested 
Nanda to protect the child carefully. According to HV and VyP, 
Vasudeva personally gives the information to Kamsa, HV, BVP, 
and BhP adding a prayer from Devaki to spare the child ; HV„and 
VyP states that the girl Ekanamsa ( so BVP, also ; °dasa in VyP). 
was worshipped by the Yadavas, as she protected Krsna, and 
BVP states that Kamsa returned the daughter to the weeping, 
parents, and she was, during the marriage ceremony of Rukmini, 
married to sage Durvasas. DBh refers to a former agreement 
between Yasoda and Devaki, regarding the exchange of children. 

(a) V. Kamsa ' s Subsequent Move. 

(b) BP 182.1-11 ; VP 4.1-17; PP. 272,59-63*, HV 60; BVPmo 
reference; BhP 4.14-46; VyP-no reference; DBh 23.49-53 AP, LP-no 
reference. 

(c) This incident consists of two sub-units: (1) Kaihsa con- 
sults his counsellors, and orders the slaughter of new-born 
children thereabouts, and (2) confused at the escape of the girl, and 
the warning of his death, offers apologies to Vasudeva and Devaki, 
and sets them free. 

(d) BP and VP and PP^ mention death being ordered only in 
case of children having ‘extra-ordinary' strength. BhP inter- 
changes the two incidents, and says that Kamsa, after consulta- 
tion, decides to harass the good people, as that would disturb the 
peace of God Hari, who was at the bottom of all his trouble. HV 
mentions only the second incident, and DBh the first, omitting 
ally consulting, and stating that Kamsa ordered the wholesale 
slaughter of children as soon as born^ 

1 “ yatrodriktam balam bale ‘’BP 182. 7, VP 4, 13; “ SAmudtiktabaiaa 

balSn ” PP 272. 62. 

2 jStamitras ca bantavya ” DBh 23. 50, 

A. 14. 
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(e) VP inserts 6 stanzas in Kamsa's speech, saying that all 
gods were powerless before him; BhP puts the same^ ideas, only 
in an enlarged form, in the mouth of Kaihsa's counsellors ; BVP 
inserts another matter after IV: adh. 8-janmastamIvrata, adh. 9- 
former lives of Nanda and Yasoda, Vasudeva and his two wives. 

(a) VI. Vasudeva and nanda. 

(b) BP 183.1-65 VP 5.1-6; PP 272.64-98; HV 61; BhP 5.19-32; no 
reference in other sources. 

(c) In an interview between Vasudeva and Nanda, the former 
requested the latter to take care of his children. 

(d) According to BP, VP and BhP, Nanda, who was full of 
joy at the birth of a son from Yasoda, had gone to Mathura, to 
pay taxes and there Vasudeva saw him and congratulating 
him upon the birth of a son^ requested Nanda to protect his own 
son with RohinI, and return to Vraja, as there were some bad 
omens portending forthcoming trouble. HV follows the same 
course of details, but states that Nanda had come with Yasoda 
and the child, and that Vasudeva advised for a shift of Nanda 's 
place of residence, and Nanda, accordingly, following the course 
of river Yamuna, established his camp at the foot of the bill 
Govardhana. PP states, instead, that Vasudeva visited the Vraja, 
and keeping Rohinl/s son, under Yasoda 's care, returned to 
Mathura. 

( a ) VII. Krsna's Birh Festivals, 

( b ) BP 184. 39, 20 ; VP 6, 8, 9 ; PP 272, 69-74 ; BV no mention: 
BVP 9. 42ff. and again at adh. 13 ; BhP 5. 1-18 ; DBh. 25. 1-5. 

( c ) The birth of the child was celebrated with great festi- 
vities by Nanda ; the Gopis paid a visit to Yasoda, and offered her 
many presents, and blessed the child with great joy. 

( d ) BP, VP, PP and BhP, further on at adh. 8. 1-20, 
mention that Garga, the family priest of the Yadavas, visited 
Nanda, at the instance of Vasudeva, and there performed 
the religious ‘ Jataka ' rites of the two children* in secret, * 
giving them their respective names. BVP adds a prophecy, of 


1 “ Kim indreijSlpavirye^a VP, 4a » BhP 36c. 
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Krsna^s life, by the sage Garga, in which the Pandavas are refer- 
red to. DBh states that these festivities were informed to Kaihsa, 
by men of his secret service, and Narada had told him about 
Nanda, which led to the incidents in VIII, below. 

(e) BhP transposes incidentslVI and VII. 

(a) VIII. KRSNA in the COW-SETTLEMENT. 

These occupy the life of Krsna till his arrival in Mathura ; 
some of the incidents are mere ordinary accidents, but the 
Puranas make much of these, as would naturally be the case in 
the life of a great hero. So, with these general remarks, we 
proceed here. to compare and study the details of each incident as 
it is presented in the Puranas. VyP, which gives some stray 
information about Krsna, in the course of giving the genelaogy, 
does not refer to any of these details. LP makes only a general 
statement^ that “ all the efforts of Karhsa, were rendered fruitless 
by her- meaning the Devl-who had warned Kamsa of his death. 
DBh and AP mention® some incidents, without giving any details 
thereof. These minor sources, are, therefore, generally ignored, 
below. 

( a ) i— PUTANA. n 

( b ) BP 184. 7-21 ; VP 5. 7-23 ; PP 272. 74-82 ; HV 63 BVP 10; 
BhP 6. 

( c ) missioned by Karhsa, Putana, the death of children, pro- 
ceeded to Gokula, in an attractive form, and offered the child 
Krsna her breasts for a suck ; the child sucked away the life out 
of her, and she fell dead in her giant form, which put all to fright, 
when Nanda and others, fearing some evil to the child, performed 
some magic rites, for its protection. 

(d) HV states that she was the nurse — "‘Dhatri'^ — of Karhsa»and 
appeared like a bird- Sakuni^ while BVP calls her his dear sister, 
stating that she arrived as a Brahmani from Mathura, and that 
she was, originally ‘Ratnamala^ the daughter of Bali, and had a 
motherly feeling towards Vamana, which led to this incident. 

1 Yastatpratikrtau yatnah, taya caiva jadikrtah, LP69. 62, 

? DBh 24. 6. 7 ; AP 12. 14-22, 
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BhP treats this as an independent incident and^has a concluding 
“Phalasruti'' stanza at the end. BP and VP do not mention the 
agency of Kamsa, in this affair. All sources except BVP state 
that Putana approached the place without the knowledge of 
others. HV adding that she hid herself under a cart, and PP 
saying that she had besmeared her breasts with poison. PP and 
BVP add her cremation by Nanda. 

HV does not mention any Raksa magic here, and BVP states^ 
only that some auspicious act was performed. This Raksa con- 
sisted,' according to the remaining sources, of placing the cowdung 
on the head, moving the tail of a cow over the body and chanting 
some spells; these last are given in BP, VP, and BhP, this third one 
having quite a different text, but the general principle seems to be, 
in both the cases, to refer to some name of Godhead, for protection 
of some certain part of the body. Many of these names like 
‘Hrsikesa, Govinda’, are seen applied to Krsna himself, while 
others like ‘Visnu, Narayana' refer to the supreme God. 

(e) VP transposes a stanza and inserts two, in this passage. 

(a) ii- Sakata. 

(b) BP 184.22-28; VP 6.1-7; PP 272.82-85; HV 62; BVP 12.1-13; 
BhP 7.1-17. 

(c) while Yasoda was engaged elsewhere, the child was 
weeping for a suck, and, throwing up its feet, upset the cart, 
under which it was lying. The noise brought the elders to the 
scene, where other boys told of the incident. Yasoda rearranged 
the upset cart, and did some worshipping. 

(d) HV transposes (i) and (ii), while BVP inserts the RaksS 
Kavaca, in its own text, after this cart incident, stating that it 
was recited by a Dvija placing his hand on the child. 

(e) PP inserts one more incident after this, at 272.86-89 ab: the 
child killed a Raksasa ^ in the from of a cock which had struck 
him with its palm. PP has some agreement in text here, with 
that of BP and VP •• BP 23=PP 83 cd, 84 ab. 


1 “ Mahgalam kSrayam5sa ” BVP 10. 38. 

% “ RSksasah ... kukku^vesadhrk ’* PP 272. 87. 
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Between this (ii) and the following incident (iii), BhP has some 
additional matter, giving some more incidents; BVP mentioning, 
only one of them-.—BhP 7.18-33; BVP 11 (i.e. before Sakata): the 
child taken away by a whirlwind, was saved. The wind is 
called Trnavarta, evidently a demon, and was killed by the child 
striking him against a stone. BhP 7.34-37; Yasoda sees the 
whole creation in the yawning child; 8.1-20; Garga performing 
the NSmakarana, referred to above under VII; 21-31; Krsna grow- 
ing up^ and playing; 32-45; Krsna, charged with eating dust, 
‘mrd* opened his mouth before Yasoda, who saw the whole creation 
there, and was bewildered. BP and VP, and BhP also, mention 
Garga^s performing the Namakarana (cf. VII above) as coming off 
after this incident [i.e. (ii)]. 

(a) iii- Kfsna and the MoRTAR. 

(b) BP 184.31-42: VP 6.10-20; PP 272.89-97; HV 64; BVP 14, 
BbP 9. 10. 

(c) Krsna and Rama had now begun to creep on their knees and 
hands, and wandering here and there, did many small mischiefs. 
Yesoda, to prevent Krsna from this, bound him to a mortar with 
a rope, and went to her work. Krsna, moving along with the 
mortar, reached two large trees, Yamala, and Arjuna, and in an 
effort to move on, felled both to the ground. 

( d ) PP mentions that^ Krsna stole butter from the neighbours, 
and that Yasoda, after binding him, went to sell milk. HV states 
that Gopis saw the accident and called back Yasoda, scolding her 
for her harshness. BVP differing, says that Krsna ate butter, 
milk etc. while Yasoda was away to bathe herself, and began to 
fly, when she knew the fact from other boys. She then bound 
him to a tree, and beating ^ Mm, left him there, when Krsna, 
sportively felled the tree, and Nanda and others got angry with 
Yasoda for this harashness. BhP has again different details : 
Krsna approached Yasoda for a suck, while she was churning 
for butter ; she gave him a little, but he was not satisfied, and 
angrily broke the pot, and fled out. She pursued the child, and 
bound him to a mortar; the length of all’the ropes in the house was 

1 “Navanitam jaharS^'u” PP 272.90, and ‘'...vikretum gorasadikam’* PP 272.91. 
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not sufficient to bind him, but finally Krsna granting the binding 
and then moving on, brought on the accident. The two trees 
according to this source, were the sons of Kubera, Nalakuban 
Manigriva, followers of Rudra, and were cursed by sage Narada 
for their indecent acts. They were promised relief at the handi 
of Krsna, and the God acted accordingly. BVP which refers i 
only one tree, brings in the first named son only, who was seei 
naked with Rambha, by the sage Devala, and subsequently cursed 
PP in some MSS. only, states that the trees were, after reliel 
turned into kimnaras. This incident brings to Krsna, th 
synonym DSmodara. 

(e) BP 38ab *== PP 92ab ; v. 1. ‘ Kamaleksanah^for ‘Dharani 
dharah. ’ BVP in adh. 15, following this incident, mentions th( 
marriage of Radha and Krsna performed by Brahma. The situa 
tion described here, reminds one of the opening stanza : Megbaii 
meduram ambaram ••• 'Mn Jayadeva^s famous poem, ‘Gitagovinda. 

(a) iv- The New Settlement. 

( b ) BP 184. 42-60 ; VP 6. 21-51 ; PP 272. 97-99 ; HV 65, 66 ; 
BVP 16. 147-179; BhP 11.21-40. 

( c ) these accidents frightened all, and so, Nanda, in consult- 
ation with his elder neighbours, removed the whole camp to 
Vrndavana, on the bank of the Yamuna, where they began to pass 
days in peace, the boys sporting among the cattle and playing 
with their mates. 

( d ) BP and VP state that although the place, where they had 
removed, was dry owing to hot-season, it was, as if by magic, turn- 
ed^ fresh with new grass, as if in Autumn, also thatithe'children, 
in course of time, became seven years old, when rainy season set 
in. VP inserts 12 stanzas to describe the sports of the boys in the 
season. HV mentions the shift to have come out, when the boys 
had become seven years old^^ ; when Krsna spoke to Rama about 
shifting to Vrndavana, as the present Vraja was full of bustle ; 

I “ tatas tatrSti ruksepi gharmakale dvijottama ( VP ‘ tad3‘dvija ) ’ Pr3vrt- 

kala ivabhdt ca ( VP. ivodbhutara ) navasaspam samantatah * BP 184, 

50cd, Slab ; VP 6. 29. 

^ “ Tasminneva vrajasthane saptavarsau babhuvatuh. ” HV. 65. 1, 
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immediate cause of the shift. BVP at adh. 17. 1-28 states that Vrn- 
davana was built by Visvakarma, in a night, and gives a royal 
description of the place. BhP, previous to describing the shift, 
devotes some stanzas to the mothers after their sportive children, 
where we can mark the difference between the ages of the two 
brothers, Yasoda calls Krsna for a suck of her breast and asks 
Rama to take food with Nanda, who was waiting for him. 

(e) After this incident, BhP inserts some more, which are not 
found in some of the other sources- BhP 11.41-45; a daitya in the 
form of a calf-‘vatsa’-killed by Krsna: BhP 46-53; PP 272. 100. 101; 
BVP 16.1-13 (i.e. before XIB, vii, and the shift) a huge crane, the 
demon Baka, caught hold of Krsna. in a pond, and was subse- 
quently killed by him. BhP 12, Aghasura, a young brother of 
Baka, lying in the form of a huge cobra, on the way, was entered 
by the mouth, and killed by suffocation, by Krsna. BhP 13,14; PP 
272,102-128; BVP 20 ; God Brhma carried away the cattle and 
boys 5 Krsna himself took all these forms, and stayed on for a year, 
without incurring anybody’s doubt, when Brahma returned, and 
praising Krsna for his great power, restored all to him. BhP does 
not mention rainy season here, but transposes it elsewhere at 
adh. 20. 

With regard to BhP, it has to be noted that this Purana, the 
most popular one of alL on account of its being given a very high 
place of authority among all Vaisnava sects, exists in two dis- 
tinct Recensions, named, the Sridhara and Vijayadhvaja ( vij ), 
after the respective commentators ; a striking difference can be 
noted here stanzas 10, 11 depicting Krsna, acting as a fruit- 
seller, are omitted in Vij ; st. 12-20 Yasoda calling Krsna and 
Rama back from the riverside, and st. 21-29, Nanda consulting 
others about the shift, are transposed, inserting a st. after 20, to 
give Nanda's order of the shift;the next day svoto vrnda- 

vanam ySmo... ” and having the same run as Sridhara to the end 
of adh. 11 5 vij. omits adhs 12, 13, 14 ( see contents above ) 
altogether. 

( a ) V- KlLiYA, THE Serpent. 

( b ) BP 185. 1-56; VP 7. 1-82 ; PP 272. 128-134 ; HV 68, 69 
BVP 19, 1-169 ; BhP 15. 47-17. 19. 
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( c ) this great poisonous serpent lived with his numerous 
mates, in a deep pool of the river Yamuna ; Krsna unaccompanied 
by his brother Rama, entered the pool, one day, and putting down 
all the serpent’s attacks, totally humbled him down, when the 
mates, as also the serpent himself, offered prayers to Krsna, as the 
powerful God, when Kaliya was asked to leave the pool and pro- 
ceed with his family to the sea, where, thenceforth he, his hood 
marked with foot-prints of Krsna, had no cause for fear from 
Garuda, the Eagle. While Krsna was fighting with this huge 
serpent, Nanda and all others had come to the bank, greatly 
frightened about the boy^s safety, and were full of joy to receive 
him back, safe. 

( d ) BhP states that the cows, and the boys drank of the water 
and died ; Krsna revived them all, by his sight, and then pro- 
ceeded to put down the serpent. As the fight proceeded for a long 
time, the men on the bank grew hopeless about the life of Krsna, 
and began to wail more piteously, when Rama, according to BP, 
VP and HV, asked Krsna to take compassion on his relations, 
and ceasing to act an ordinary human being, bring the struggle 
to an end. BhP states that Rama kept silent, all along, and when 
the affection of all was put to test, Krsna himself made an end 
of the fight ; while in BVP.^Rama told Nanda and others to take 
courage, and Impressed upon their minds, the divine powers of 
Krsna. Tnis last and BhP give an account of Kaliya, in which, 
he, according to the agreement, did not give his share to Garuda, 
and fled, to this pool in the Yamuna, to save himself from the Eagle’s 
wrath ; Garuda was prevented from visiting this pool, by a sage, 
Saubhari, who was practising penance, and was frequently 
troubled by the Eagle. 

( e ) VP inserts in this passage, 9 lines, ‘Gopis crying’, 12 lines 
‘Nagapatnis offering prayers, '20 lines, ‘serpent offering prayers 
BhP 17. 20-25, BVP 19. 170 to end, state another incident after 
this ; while the whole camp was resting at night, a forest- 
fire broke out, and frightened with death to all. Krsna swallowed 
up the fire, and restored ease among all. BhP transposes the 
Kaliya and the Dhenuka incident. BP disagreeing with VP 
and other sources, reads the name as ‘‘Kaliya/' 
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( a ) vi- Dhenuka, the Ass. 

(b) BP 186. 1-13; TP 8. 1-13; PP. 272. 135-139; HV. 70; 
BVP 22; BhP 15. 

( 0 ) A palm-grove, was infested by asses, Dhenuka, being 
their leader. Krsna one day attacked the palm-grove, and 
killed the ass Dhenuka, putting others to flight or death, and 
thereby giving the cow-boys free access to the grove, and the 
fruits thereof. 

( d ) BP, VP, and BVP state that Krsna with Rama and others 
went to the palm-grove, when the boys requested him to let 
them have the sweet palm-fruit. In BhP, Krsna is first requested 
by his play-mates, Sridama, Subala, etc., and asked to kill the 
asses *, while HV states that Krsna went of his own accord. 

According to HV and BhP it is Rama who is attacked by, and 
kills in fight, the ass Dhenuka, and then Krsna helped to strike 
other asses ; in BVP the ass Dhenuka, seeing Krsna, prays for 
death and subsequent relief from that birth. Krsna could not kill 
one who was thus his devotee, but soon after, the ass forgot all 
and attacked Krsna and was ultimately killed. Dhenuka is, here 
stated to be ‘Sahasika', the son of Bali, cursed by Sage Durvasas 
for having disturbed his Yogic peace, by having sexual inter- 
course with Tilottama, in the same cave, where the sage was 
resting. 

( e ) as stated above, BhP transposes incidents ( v ) and ( vi ) 
while BVP gives this, as coming after Indra festival ( see viii 
below ). PP, in one Ms, states this, after the cobra incident, 
mentioned under iv. BVP continues in the next adh. 23 and 
24, the Durvasas story, saying how he himself was tempted to 
marry, by the sight of the naked coition, and getting a trouble- 
some wife, cursed her to death, and this sin brought about his 
defeat in the case of Ambarlsa ( BVP 25 ). 

( a ) vii- Pralambasura. 

( b ) BP 187. 1-30 ; VP 9. 1-30 ; PP 272. 140-143 ; HV71 ; BVP 
16. 14-19 5 BhP 18. 17-32. 
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( c ) disguised as a Gopa, this demon, took part in the play 
the boys, and taking Raraa on his shoulders, bore him far away, 
where he was killed by Rama. 

(d) the play was to be played in pairs, and the winner was 
to be borne by the defeated, as far as the Bhandlra tree. Accord- 
ing to BhP, Krsna being defeated, bore his friend Sudama, 
while other sources state the reverse. BP, VP, and HV state 
that Balarama, while being taken away, began to cry to Krsna, 
who reminded him of his powers, and encourged him with words, 
when he killed the demon with a stroke of his fist. While BhP 
states^ that this was done without the encouragement from 
Krsna. BVP mentions the name Pralamba, but brings him as 
a bull^ while, according to other sources, the bull is the asura Arista 
( vide X below ), and gives this bull incident, after Baka 
( see iv above ). 

( e ) VP inserts 7 stanzas, in the speech of Krsna addressed to 
Rama, one, at the beginning to give the context of the Dhenuka 
incident, and transposes a line, elsewhere. BhP inserts, a descri- 
ption of the Grisma season in 16 stanzas, before giving this inci- 
dent, and states that the season was enjoyed like Vasanta, by all, 
BP 11 = HV 3745. 

BhP has additional matter after this incident adh. 19 ; 
Gopas saved from fire by Krsna, in Munja forest, adh. 20 a des- 
cription of the seasons Varsa and Sarad ; a description of ‘Pravrs,’ 
the rainy season, occurs in BP and VP, as subsequent to the 
shift ( vide iv above ), and these sources, state here, that the 
rains were over, and Sarad had set in- adh. 21-Gopls attracted 
by Krsna’s flute, sing his praise. BhP adh. 22 ; BVP 27-the 
Katyfiyani vrata, ' in which young girls, wishing Krsna for 
their spouse, went to the river, and leaving their garments on 
the banks, bathed naked. Krsna, following, took the garments 
away, and after teasing them a little, favoured them ; BVP 
adding^ that he promised them full play in the ' Rasa * dance, 

1 Cf. “...Haladhara hsad atrasat,” 27, AthagatasmFtih...BhP 18.28. 

I “Tfifu mSsesvatitesu yUyara kri(}5m mays saha.-.vpndEra^ye karisyatha* 

BVP 27.234. 
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that was to come shortly, after 3 months. BhP adh. 23 ; BVP 18. 
1-74 ( i. e. before ( V ) Kaliya ) -Gopas were hungry, io Krsna 
advised them to go to a sacrificial place nearby, and beg for food. 
The boys were refused any, by the Brahmanas, but were offered 
the same by the wives of the priests. In BhP, the Gopas return^ 
ed to Krsna, after the first refusal, and afterwards the ladies 
coming to see Krsna, with food, are asked by him to return to 
their husbands, who too, repent, after learning from their wives, 
but could not personally go to see Krsna, ‘ for fear of Kaihsa^ ; 
BVP states that the boys, of cheir own accord, approached the 
ladies, who on hearing that Krsna and Rama were nearby, went 
to see them, where the god Krsna, on being prayed, sent them all 
to his Goloka, and by his power of illusion, let their shades- 
“ohayas’ -go back to their husbands, who repented for their negli- 
gence. Then, at st. 75 to end, is given an account of how “ Agni,*^ 
in former times, was tempted, by their beauty, to touch the wives 
of the seven sages, when the sago, Ahgira, cursed the Fire to be 
all devourer, and the ladies, to be born on the Earth, and to return 
after seeing Krsna. 

( a ) viii- INDRA FESTIVAL. 

(b)BP 187.31-188.49; VP 10.1-12 56; PP 272.181-217; 
HV 72-76 ; BVP 21 ( i. e. before Dhenuka vi ) ; BhP 24-27. 

( c ) Nanda, with his people, used to celebrate, every year, at 
the beginning of winter, festivals in honour of Indra, who show- 
ered rains, and gave them and their cattle means of living. Krsna 
objected to this custom, and advised, instead, the worship of hill- 
Govardhana, which actually offered fooding to their cattle. 
Nanda consented, and the festivities were done in honour of the 
hill. Indra got angry, at this, and showered heavy rains on the 
place, when Krsna lifted the hill itself, and provided shelter for 
his men and cattle. Indra thus defeated, came, and prayed Krsna 
for forgiveness. 

( d ) BP, VP and HV call this festival ‘ Sakramaha ' while 
BhP calls it “ Indrayaga. ” PP mentions,^ and HV implies^ that 

1 “...Katiisad bhi'ta na cacalaa” BhP 23.52. 

2 “...Saptaratraip nirantaram” PP 272.183. 

3 “...Saptaratre tu nirvptte ”HV 75«3956. 
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it rained continuously for seven nights. According to BVP, Nanda 
began to pray to Indra, when it began to rain heavily, when Krsna 
got angry and fcold Nanda that he was all powerful, and able to 
burn even Indra ; all the powers of the latter were rendered futile, 
when he had to surrender himself to Krsna. The adh. ends with 
a prayer from Nanda, where he prays Krsna as the supreme God. 
The same idea occurs in BhP adh. 26, where the Gopas wondering 
at the superhuman powers of the child Krsna, are told by Nanda 
that he knew from Garga, that led him to think, that Krsna was 
an incarnation of Narayana.’ After peace was restored, Indra, 
according to BP, VP, HV, came down on his elephant Airavata, 
and saw Krsna on the Govardhana hill. PP does not mention 
any place, while BhP states that the interview was secret, and 
Indra was accompanied by the heavenly cow Surabhi. BVP 
says that, as soon as Indra was made powerless, he fainted^ and 
then had a vidon of the all pervading Krsna, whom he sub- 
sepuently prayed to. In BP, VP, supported by HV, in an enlarg- 
ed form, Indra requests Krsna to help Arjuna, and Krsna readily 
promises to help him. Indra's prayer in PP, is framed after the 
fashion of the famous creation hymn in Bgveda. “ Hiranya- 
garbhah...etc.^’ The refrain of the hymn, ‘^Kasmat devayahavisa 
vidhema is put in this prayer as “ Tasmai devaya bhavate 
vidhema havisa vayam. 

( e ) VP inserts 19 stanzas, in all, in the course of this passage; 
the largest insertion being one of 14 stanzas, adding a description 
of the Sarad season, others being, one of 3 st. stating the power of 
the mountains, and another of 2 st. describing the heavy showers. 
BP 187.34 ab = HV 72.3789. BP 188.1 = HV 75.3893. HV states fchat 
two months had passed since the Pralamba incident, when the 
festival set in. PP transposes incidents ( viii ) and ( ix ), while 
BhP has additional matter between these two incidents i adh. 28. 
1~9 Nanda, bathing in the river, was taken away by Varuna's 
servants, and afterwards released by Krsna ; st. 10-17 : Gopas, on 
hearing this incident, wished to see, and were shown by Krsna, 
his own world, the Vaikuntha. 

1 “ Manye Narayapasyamsam...” 1 BhP 26.23. 

2 ''Earii?a jrmbhitah sakrah sadyas tandcam avapa ca” BVP 21.170, 
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(a) R~ RasakridA (the dance with Gopis ). 

( b ) BP 189, 1~45 ; VP 13 •, PP 272. 158-180 ( i. e. after x ) and 
( xi b below ) 5 HV 77 ; BVP 28-53 ; BhP 29-33. 

( c ) On a clear moonlit-night, Krsna went to the grove of 
trees, where his sweet music drew all the young girls towards 
him ; they were enraptured to see him alone, there, and many 
kissed him, with great passion in their heart. Krsna then had 
a beautiful Rasa-a dance-in which all his friends partook ; the 
girls thus used to visit him at night time, though they were 
prevented from doing so, by the men of their houses. 

( d ) BP, VP, and HV, insert before this, a talk between Krsna 
and his friends, where the latter are wondering whether he is a God 
or some supernatural being, Krsna asking them to take him as 
he was. After the Gopis had crowded round him, Krsna abruptly 
disappeared, when they sought after him ; and after his return, the 
dance came off, where Krsna alone danced with all. HV omits 
the dance, and states that the Gopis were mad after Krsna, try- 
ing to touch his limbs with theirs, and do all such acts of 
passion. PP mentions actual sexual intercourse, and questioned 
by Parvati, Rudra justifies Krsna s amours by stating that the 
whole world was the God’s body and there was thus no fault, with 
Krsna. It also gives a story of old that the sages of the forest 
Dandaka wishing for a sexual union with Rama, were born as 
Gopis and satisfied by Krsna ; BhP follows the details of BP, 
omitting only the talk between Krsna and his friends, while BVP 
which is mainly meant to glorify Radha, is now in its real 
element, and devote a great portion to describing the amorous 
sports of Krsna with Radha and with other girls. Having, at 
adh. 28, enjoyed all the girls, he leaves them in adh. 29, and goes 
with Radha alone. Adh. 30 is devoted to the story of Astavakra ; 
adh. 31-51 to talk between Krsna and Radha, after which the two 
return at adh. 52 where it is stated that the sports went on for one 
month, and this brings the boyhood of Krsna to an end : “ uktam 
kisoracaritam...^' BVP 53. 53. 

(e)BP 199. 6, 42 = HV 77. 4071,4087 respectively, (v.l.in HV) 
“Mr^ayipte for ‘ramayantP; while VP inserts 17 stanzas * One 
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passage of 11 stanzas, giving the different marks of Krsna, which 
the girls are tracing, to find him out ; this piece being substituted 
for one si. of BP. Other insertions are • one of 2 st. ‘Gopis think- 
ing of Krsna and second of 4 St. ‘Gopis acting Krsna\ The 
nature of additional matter in VP will thus be clear. A compa- 
rison of the total of adhs. and stanzas in VP and BP., for this 
story as a whole shows an excess of 6 adhs. and 153 stanzas in VP. 

( a ) X— Arista, the Bull. 

( b ) BP 189. 46-58 ; VP 14 ; PP 272. 144-149 ab ; HV 78 ; BVP 
16. 14-19 ; BhP 36. 1-15, 

( c ) One evening, a Bull — an Asura named Arista-came and 
attacked the cow-shed, the boys and girls being frightened, ran to 
Krsna, who fought with it, and killed it. 

( d ) BP and VP states that Krsna, was, at this time, engaged 
in dancing (Rasasakte), HV saying that he was amorously 
sporting, ( Ratiparayane ) while according to PP, he was playing 
with the girls, some childish games. HV, which has whole 
stanzas agreeing with BP text, seems to have a different reading, 
here. BhP does not give any clue to say how Krsna was engag- 
ed. While all other sources agree, in saying that the bull was 
killed with a horn, rooted out from its head , PP states that it 
was killed with a palm tree, struck between its horns. For BVP, 
see above, under ( vii ), where the bull is named Pralamba. 

(e ) BP. 189. 46 = HV 78. 4099 ; BPT 56cd, 57 = HV 4118, 4119ab. 

( with some v. I. ). 

BhP inserts between the incidents (ix) and (x) adhs 34: 
Nanda relieved from the grasp of a serpent by Krsna j 
Sahkhacuda, a follower of Kubera, tried to take away some of the 
girls, when they cried for help and Krsna killed him. 35 i Gopis 
singing in praise of Krsna, while he was away, 

( a ) xi— K amsa on the Alert. 

Except in the case of Putana, where she is shown to be an 
emissary of Kamsa, all other attacks against Krsna, come as 
accidents ; at least, Karhsa^s agency in bringing these about, is 
uot mentioned. But we now come to a point where Kaihsa is 
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directly concerned. Owing to the peculiar arrangement of the 
text, this incident has to be divided into three sub-units ; — ( A) 
Akrura on the mission, ( B ) Kesi, the horse, and ( C ) with Akrura 
to Mathura. Last is, in fact, a continuation of the first, and the 
horse incident, has practically no bearing on Akrura 's mission- 
but the majority of sources, insert the incident ( B ), as shown 
here, and only some, as will be shown below, point it in proper 
context •, so we follow the course generally accepted. 

( A ) Akrura on the Mission. 

( b ) BP 190. 1-21 : VP 15. 1-24 ; PP. 272. 217cd-230 ; HV 79, 
80 5 BVP 63-65, BhP 36. 16-34; DBh 24. 1-9. 

( c ) when Krsna had performed the feats, as described above, 
Narada came to Kamsa and told him of the birth of Krsna, and 
his life among the cowherds. Kamsa, thereupon, thinking of his 
own safety, asked Akrura, Danapati, Master of charities, to go to 
Gokula, and fetch the boys Rama and Krsna. for the festivities 
of Dhanuryaga, that were going to be celebrated shortly. 

( d ) According to HV, the interview between Karhsa and 
Narada comes off in the Khatvanga grove, and then he called off 
a full court, where he upbraids Vasudeva for having deceived 
him, and then sends Akrvira on the mission. In BP and VP, 
Kamsa says to Akrura, that he would kill all Yadavas, except 
Akrura, who was his friend. In BVP, Kamsa consults purohita 
Satyaka, a disciple of Sukra, telling, him of the bad dreams that 
haunted him. Satyaka advises Akrura, Uddhava or Vasudeva 
to be sent to Nandavraja. Last person refused, when Karhsa 
went to kill him with a sword, but was kept away by others, and 
Akrura was sent away. While according to BhP, Kamsa first 
orders arrangements for the festival and then sends away Akrura 
who replies to the boasts of Karhsa, that Fate was final in all 
matters, DBh says that Kamsa was informed of the festivities 
in Gokula, and his doubts were confirmed by Narada, so he sent 
for the boys to be killed under pretext of the Dhanuryaga. 

( e ) Vij. after Kaihsa’s orders for the festival, inserts a 
passage of 32 stanzas, where he tells his Mahamatra of his illicit 
birth, and consequent hatred for all Yadavas. BVP devotes 
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adhs. 66-69 to Krsna s amors with Radha when he is called back 
by Brahma. 

( B ) KesiT the Horse. 

( b ) BP 190. 22-48 •, VP 16. 1-28 •, PP. 149-157 ; HV 81 ;BVP 16. 
20-74 ; BhP 37. 1-25, • 

( c ) Kesi, a demon in the form of a horse, frightened the people 
of Gokula, when Krsna attacked him, and putting his hand in 
the horse’s mouth, drew away the teeth, and tore him in two, 
which felled him to the ground, dead. At this time, Narada came 
to see Krsna and told him that the horse was very powerful, and 
his death gave him the name Kesava ; Narada then left Krsna, 
promising to see him again the next day at the festive occasion 
in Mathura. 

( d ) HV states that Kamsa sent for Keh\, and gave him the 
mission of killing Krsna, while, further on, the Gopastell Krsna' 
that he was a brother (?) of Kamsa, and dear tj him as life ; BP, 
VP, and BhP state only that he was sent by Kamsa : ‘ Kamsa- 
dutah pracoditah ' BP, VP ; ‘Kamsaprahitah' BhP ; PP states that 
Krsna killed the horse with a stroke of his fist, on its head. The 
interview between Krsna and Narada is not found in PP and 
BVP, while HV states^ that the sage \Nas speaking from the sky, 
unseen. DBh mentions'^ the death of Kesi, without any details, 
as having saddened Karhsa. 

( e ) The order of incidents here, is different in PP, and BVP 
as compared with other sources :PP has, Arishr, Kesi, Rasa dance, 
Indra festival, and Akrura’s despatch ; while BVP places ‘ Baka, 
the crane, Pralamba, the bull, and Kesi, ’ before the shift of 
Gokula settlement, adding that these three and one other, Vasu- 
deva, were gandharvas, devotees of Krsna, who took lotuses from 
the reserved pond of Parvati for worship, and were, according to 
the punishment laid down, turned into demons, but restored to 
their former life by the sight of Krsna. BhP inserts, after this, 

1 “ Esa Kaiiisasya sahajah pranas tasya bahiscarah.” HV 81.4294. 

2 “ Athahantarhito vipro Naradah khagamo raunih. ” HV 81. 4331. 

3 “ Tatha vinihatah Kesi jfiatva Kaiiisotidurniaiiah. ” DBh 24. 8 . 



The Krsria Prchtem 


SOI 

one-other incident *• 37. 26-33, where Vyoma a son of Maya, 
disguised as a cow-boy takes away the Gopas, who are then 
relieved by Krsna. 

( C ) WITH Akrura to Mathura. 

( b ) BP 191. 191. 1492. 67 ; VP 17. 1-19. 9 ; PP 272. 231-330 ; 
HV 82-34 ; BVP 70. 1-72. 14 ; BhP 31. 1-41. 6. 

( c ) Akrura reached Gokula in the evening, where he saw 
Krsna with other boys and cattle. He was greatly pleased to see 
the God incarnate and approaching humbled himself before Krsna, 
who received him with great respect, and took him home to 
Nanda, where Akrura, after refreshing himself, delivered his 
message, asking the cowherds to attend with milk and utl er 
presents for the festival, and accordingly, having rested at 
night, he left in the morning with the boys in his chariot. They 
reached Yamuna, where, while bathing in the waters, Akrura 
had a divine vision of the god whom he prayed devotedly ; on 
reaching Mathura, the boys, as they wished, were left alone, and 
Akrura returned home. 

( d ) According to PP, Akrura here tells Nanda, the secret of 
Krsna’s birth, how the girl flying from Karhsa\s hands, told him of 
his approaching death, and how this led Kamsa to send his agents* 
who were killed by Krsna, and how even the present occasion 
was intended to do away with Krsna. This news frightened 
Nanda and others, who were then addressed by Krsna, who told 
them that he would kill Kaihsa. In HV, Akrura exhorts Krsna 
on behalf of DevakI and Vasudeva, whom he should see, as was 
his duty to relieve them from the pain of separation. All the 
above Sources, except HV, state that the girls of the place were 
sorry at the approaching separation and afraid that Krsna would 
not return, wanted to oppose Akrura, while according to BVP, 
they do it actually, and break down the chariot of Akrura, who 
is soon relieved by Krsna. PP says that Akrura rubbed the feet 
of Krsna, while he was sleeping at night. HV states that Akrura 
took the boys to his house in Mathura and asked them not to see 
their parents, as it would displease Karhsa ; Krsna replied that 
they would go seeing the city and do it without anyone’s know- 
Al6, 
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ing it. DBh makes a brief story of the life of Krsna, without 
entering into any details. HV contains a very beautiful descri- 
ption of the evening and morning, in this passage. 

This brings the main unit VIII : ‘ICrsna in the cow-settlement,' 
with its ( xi ) subunits, to an end. All these eleven incidents 
cannot be attributed to Kaihsas agency, and ' Indra festival 
and tlie moonlight dance ' as also the ‘Kaliya^ have nothing to 
do with Kamsa, so we have to take the unit VIII as denoting a 
period, instead of a single incident. 

IX. Krsna, the Death of Kamsa. 

(b) BP 192, 194. 17 ; VP 19.10-21 17; PP 272. 331-293 ; HV 
84-89 ; BVP 12. 15-115 ; BhP 41. 7-45. 23. 

( 0 ) Krsna 's arrival in Mathura, and the subsequent death of 
Kamsa, is here treated as one whole incident, which can be 
arranged in the following order of minor ones - 

(1 ) Karhsa's washerman killed by Krsna, because he would 
not give his clothes to the brothers. 

( 2 ) The flower-merchant, impressed by the boys, offered 
them flowers, and got their blessings in return. 

( 3 ) Haunch-back maid- Kubja ’-offered sandalpaste to Krsna, 
and was made straight right by him, who also promised to visit 
her house. 

( 4 ) The two brothers visited the armoury, where Krsna 
broke a great bow, put down the watchmen that came to oppose 
him, and left the place. 

These are the incidents of the evening that saw the boys in 
Mathura. No complete agreement exists as to their place of 
sojourn at night. Kamsa learnt of these mischiefs, and determin- 
ed to bring about the end of the boys, somehow or other, ordered 
his wrestlers Canura and Mustika to kill the boys, in course of 
the dual, also arranged that his mad elephant ‘ Kuvalayapida * 
should be kept, at the entrance, ready to attack the boys, and then 
awaited sunrise, keeping awake the whole night anxiously. 

Next morning, when the whole of the place was full of 
spectators, Krsna and Rama entered the arena, after killing the 
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elephant, and while the spectators were looking on in wonder, 
Krsna fought Canura and Rama with Mustika ; after the death 
of the two wrestlers, Krsna fought another ToSalaka, and when 
this too met his death, others fled away in fright, whereupon 
Kamsa, mad at seeing all his plans failed, ordered all the Yadavas, 
and the boys to be made captives ; Krsna ran to Kaihsa and pull- 
ing him down from his seat, killed him ; while Kamsa was being 
dragged to death, his guard Sunaina, ran to defend him, but was 
despatched by Rama. 

The brothers, then saw their parents and bowed to them in re- 
verence, Vasudeva and Devaki glad at their reunion with the 
boys, fondly welcomed Krsna and Balarama. 

Krsna then reestablished Ugrasena on the throne, and restored 
peace to all the people of Mathura. 

( d ) HV give . ' Gunaka, ' and BhP* Sudama, ' as the name 
of the flower-merchant. BVP, which devotes some stanzas 
to describe the city, saying that it was done by VisvakarmS, 
changes the order of incidents, and starts with Kubja, who is 
described^ as * extremely old, ^ and made young and beautiful 
by the mere sight of Krspa^ ; after her comes the Malakara, and 
then the Rajaka, who refers to his amorous sport in Vrandavana. 
HV gives here, the talk between Kamsa and his Mahamatra, 
giving a story of the former s birth, which BhP transposes# and 
places before the mission was entrusted to Akrura. PP states 
that Krsna stayed for the night in the sacrificial hall, with his 
followers 5 according to BVP, Nanda, Krsna and fathers stayed 
with Kuvinda, a Vaisnava of the city, whence, when ail others 
were asleep, Krsna visited Kubja, in secret, and telling her that 
she was the former Surpanakha, gave her sexual satisfaction. 
BhP states" that the brothers returned to their camp, a place 
probably outside the city, where Nanda and other cowherds, 
had kept the carts for the night. 

HV states that Kamsa was dressed in white, for the occasion 
of the festival. BVP gives the breaking of the bow as an inci- 

J. “...Vrddham ati Jaraturam ...” BVP 72.16. 

2. “Sri Krsnadrstimatrei;ia... YatbS dvadasavarsiyS;...” opp. cit 72.22. 

3 . “...Purat Sakatamiyatuh,” BHP 42.23, 
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dent of the morning. The description of the wrestling match in 
HV 87 4716-21, compares well with that in Mbh IV. 1 3.27-31 abed 
describing the fight between Bhima and JImuta; in fact, the text 
of these times is the same in both the places. BhP adds Kuta 
and Sala to the list of wrestlers, saying that the first was dis- 
posed of by Rama, and the second by Krsna. It also states’ that 
Karhsa had eight brothers, 'Kahka, ISTyagrodhaka’ etc. who were 
despatched by Rama with his weapon parigha, after Kaihsa was 
killed. According to PP^, Kaihsa was sitting on the top of his 
palace, whence he was thrown down by Krsna, while others state 
that Karhsa was dragged by his hair, from his seat, and killed by 
Krsna ; while BVP states that Krsna did this ‘as in sport'. BP 
and VP give the prayer by Vasudeva addressed to Krsna as God. 
BhP mentions that Krsna used his Maya to make his parents 
forget his real form, others stating that the boys saw their 
parents and were embraced by them with great affection. 

( e ) In the aftermath PP states that Nanda and other cow- 
herds were sent back with presents, while BVP gives a long dis- 
course at adhs.73-90, wherein Nanda is consoled by Krsna with 
various stories, discussion on Dharma, and Adharma, dreams etc. 
and after this. Uddhava is sent to Gokula to solace Yasoda, Radha 
and others, Nanda staying on with Krsna^. Adhs. 92-97 are 
allotted to Uddhava 's misson to Gokula, where he promises 
Radha to send -back Krsna, which on his return to Mathura, he 
reports duly, at adh. 98, when Krsna says that he could not fulfil 
the promise, still he would pay the visit, in a dream, as he did.^ 
HV gives the wailing of Kamsa’s wives at adh. 88, and in the 
next, Ugrasena offers the throne to Krsna, which he humbly 
refuses, and crowns Ugrasena. BhP gives some stanzas in 
which Krsna consoles Nanda and sends him to Gokula, promising,^ 
to pay them a visit, which promise, however, curiously enough, 
is not fulfilled. 

1. “Tasyanuja bhrStarostau...l...40 ; tahstu sariiyattSn Rohinisutah i Ahan 
parigham udyamya...*’ BhP 44. 

2. ApStayat dharaprsthe prasadasikharad Harih PP 272,380. 

3. Akpsya maficakSt Karasaip jaghana lllaya raune” BVP 72.93. 

4. Op. oit adh. 91. 

5. Harir jagSma svapne ca Gokulam virahakulam. Op. cit 98.42. 

6. Jhatin VO drastum esySmo vidhaya suhrdSm sukham BhP 45,23, 
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( a ) X. Samdipani, the Tutor. 

( b ) BP 194.18*22; VP 81.18-31; PP 273.1-5; HV 90; BVP 99-102; 
BhP 45.26-50. 

( c ) Rama and Krsna then approached Kasya Samdipani of the 
city of AvantI, and learnt from him the science of archery. As 
fees, Krsna brought back to life the tutor's son, long dead at 
sea, and gave him great pleasure. The child was taken by 
Pancajana, a demon living in a conch at sea; Krsna killed the 
demon, getting for himself the conch known afterwards as Pahca- 
janya, and bringing back the son, the brothers then returned to 
Mathura. 

( d ) Upanayana of the boys, essential for one to make ‘twice- 
born’ is mentioned in PP, BVP and BhP, ' where Garga initiated 
them into the sacred Gayatrl. HV states that Krsna was, by 
now, become young : ‘Praptayauvanadehah. ’ BP, VP, HV and 
BhP mention the period of study as 64 days, while BVP gives it 
as one month, and omits any reference to the revival of the 
tutor’s son, stating^ that it was Samdipani, who initiated the 
boys in the sacred Gayatri, and that among the persons who 
attended the cermony, were, besides, heavenly gods, Nanda and 
Yasoda, and the widow KuntI with her sons. 

(e) DBh 24.15 states that after their return from their tutor 
the boys were 12 years’ old. After this incident BhP at adh. 
46,47, inserts Uddhava’s mission in Gokula, which BVP places 
before (vide IX c. above), and at the next two adhs. (48,49), 
Krsna, after visiting the haunchback maid, sends Akrura to get 
news of the Pandavas, which news discloses the ill-will of 
Dhrtarastra towards his nephews. This is, of course, an effort to set 
the life of Krsna, in the MBh context, a feature found only in 
this Purana. 

(a) XL JARASAMDHA, the LORD OF MAGADHA. 

This incident, giving (i) the repeated attacks of this powerful 
king, on Mathura, includes, also, (ii) the struggle with and the 
death of K5.1ayavana ; notes are accordingly divided into two 
parts, below. 


1. “Gayatrim ca dadau tabhyara munih Saiiidipanistatha” BVP 101-14. 
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( bHi) BP 195; VP 22; PP 273.6.33; HV 91-99; BVP mere re- 
ference in one line;- ‘Vijitya ca jarasamdham nihatya yavanam 
tatha ^ 103.13; BhP 50.1-43, 52.6-14. 

-(ji)-BP 196.1-197.7; VP 23.1-24.7; PP 273.33-70; HV (100-109, 
re. other incidents, see below) 110-116; BVP mere reference ; BhP 
50.44-52.5. 

( 0 )-(i)- Jarasarhdha, the father-in-law of Kamsa, laid siege to 
the city of Mathura, with a large array, 23 Aksaiihinis strong, 
but Krsna and Rama, armed with their divine weapons, com- 
pletely defeated Jarasamdha, and put him to flight, this attack 
and defeat was repeated 18 times. 

(ii) Kalayavana, another powerful king, then attacked 
Mathura, Krsna tired of these frequent troubles, secretly removed 
all the people of the city to Dvaraka, and then singlehanded, 
began to fly, pursued by the Yavana king; Krsna entered a cave 
where Mucakunda, of the solar race of kings, was sleeping sound- 
ly. Having had a boon from the gods above, that whoever 
disturbed the warrior in his sleep, would be burnt down the mo- 
ment his eyes were cast open the victim; Krsna hid himself 
behind this sleeping warrior, and Yavana following, thought the 
sleeping person to be no other than Krsna hiniselP and kicked 
Mucakunda, wlio awaking, looked at the offender, who was 
immediately turned to ashes. Krsna then reconciled himself with 
Mucakunda and left for Dvaraka. 

( d )-(i) PP gives the army of Jarasamdha, as ‘100 Aksau- 
hinis strong, HV giving this number as 20, which was destroyed 
by Krsna alone. HV 91 and BhP, in the Vij. Recn. gives a list 
of kings in the army of Jarasamdha, HV mentioning Duryodhana 
and other sons of Dhrtarastra among them. These two sources 
dsscribe the siege laid at the four gates of Mathura, as also the 
details of the fight at these gates. BhP, Vij. Recn., in the inser- 
ted adhs. here, states that Jarasamdha returned after three months, 
having had help from the Asura Bana, and was defeated, thus, 
for 17 times and last time, the instigation to Kalayavana, by 
Jarasamdha, is mentioned in HV, PP ; and BhP states that Kala. 
was instigated by Narada, and seeing the attack on one side by 
this Eala, and on the other, by Jarasamdha, Krsna removed his 
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people to Dvaraka. According to HV and BhP vij. Krsna 
betakes himself with Rama, to the hill Gomanta, where he is 
pursued by Jarasarhdha, who set fire to the hill and returned 
satisfied that Krsna was dead in the fire. This last, as in BhP 
Vij. while HV states that Krsna suppressed the hill, in the 
seawaters by forcing his feet, and then both the brothers sprang 
in the army of Jarasaihdha, and defeated it. Those two sources 
HV and BhP also mention the defeat and death of Srgala Vasu- 
deva of Karavirapura, by the brothers, on their way to the hill. 
BVP gives this last incident of Srgala, at its adh. 121, where he 
challenged Krsna, and was killed, adding that he was Subhadra, 
a door-keeper of the God, cursed by Laksmi. 

BP, VP and HV give a story of the birth of Kalayavana from 
the sage Garga, who was once insulted by some one calling him, 
an eunuch, which sent the sage to penance in the forests, and his 
subsequent entertainment by a childless Yavana king; the latter’s 
wife, being united with Garga, brought out this Kala. HV, at 
adhs. Ill, 112 gives the mission sent by Jarasaihdha, through 
Salva. asking the Yavana king to attack Mathura, which he 
agrees to, and adh. 113 being allotted to the reception of Krsna 
in Mathura, the shifting to Dvarka comes off in the next adhyaya, 
so that, at adh. 116, HV reverts to the birthstory of Kala. where 
Narada points to him the Yadavas as fit to be fought with, and, 
in answer to Krsna 's challenge of a serpent sent in a jar, the 
Yavana kills it by ants. According to BP, VP and PP, Krsna 
asked 12 yojanas ( 30 in PP ) of land, from the sea, and there 
built the city. HV ( adh. 113 ) states that Garuda found out the 
place : DBh agreeing with HV, adds that Krsna afterwards re- 
formed the old city: “ Silpibhih karayamasa jirnoddharam. ” 
24. 31. While BVP, at adh. 103 asks for 100 yojanas of land from 
the sea and gives instructions to Visvakarman to build the city 
in the most gorgeous style, without using any wood material- 
Kuru kastham vina Purlin 103. 68 next adh. 104 describes the 
unwillingness of Ugrasena to leave Mathura, the place of his 
forefathers, his being persuaded by Krsna to shift. The incident 
about the solar king Mucakunda burning Kalayavana, being 
thus altogether omitted from this source. HV too, gives at 
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adh. 116, the building of Dvaraka by Visvakarman, mentioning 
the hall Sudharma for holding the court, which hall, by the bye, 
was, according to BP and VP, ordered for, by Krsna, from India 
through Vayu, the incident being mentioned as coming off 
immediately after Ugrasena’s establishment to the throne of 
Mathura,- PP 274. 8, and BhP 50. 55, refer to India’s voluntarily 
giving the hall, latter source having stated, at 50, that Dvaraka 
was a fort ‘ Durga, * built in the midst of seawaters ; ‘ Antah 
samudre. * 

( e ) The usual MBh refrain ‘ na prajhayata kimcana * used in 
describing fights, is found at PP 272. 19d ; Dasa castau ca saih- 
graman ' BP 195. 11a = HV 93. 5126a. This incident, of Jara- 
samdha s invasions, is referred to at MBh II. 19, where Krsna 
persuades the Pandavas to take up his cause, and, as if to reserve 
this Magadha king for a death from Bhima, PP and HV, which 
in the course of describing the battle, give a duel between Jara- 
samdha and Rama, where the latter overpowers the former, 
and while about to dispose him off for good, is prevented from 
doing so, by a word of the sky, according to HV, and by Krsna 
himself according to PP. 

( a) XII. Balarama in Gokula. 

( b ) BP 197.8-198.19 ; VP 24.8-25.19 ; PP 374. 10-12 ; HV 
103:BVP 106.' 1-9 ; BhP 65. 

( c ) Balarama paid a visit to Gokula, where he passed some 
days happily in the company of GopTs ; while rambling in forests, 
he took to the habit of drinking. In his sojourn here, he drew 
the river Yamuna with his plough towards him. After two 
months, he returned to Mathura, and there married the princess 
Revati, and from her he had two sons, Nisatha and Utsuka. 

( d ) BP and VP mention that God Varuna had sent Varuni 
for the pleasure of Rama and then she appeared in Kadamba tree, 
while HV states that the cowherds offered him wine, as befitting 
the occasion, and Rama drank of it in company with the Gopas 
and Gopis. PP and BVP omit this incident mentioning only 
the marriage with Revati. BhP takes this incident of Rama's 
trip to Gokula after the Banasura episode, and there combines 
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the two accounts about wine,^ mentioning the marriage incident 
long long back, at adh. 52. 15, after Jarasarhdha's burning the 
hill, where Vij. inserts an account of king Revata, the father of the 
bride, having gone to heaven to consult God Brahma, who points 
to Balarama as the fitting bridegroom. The bride was born in Adi- 
yuga, and very tall, but Rama made her short by means of his 
plough. Vij. also inserts before 52. 15, a MBh reference where 
Krsna, hearing of the defeat of Urupada by the Pandavas, sends 
Krtavarma, to get news from Hastinapura. BVP states® that she 
was 27 ages old, but does not refer to her tallness. HV mentions 
the marriage at the end of adh. 116, after the Yadavas were 
established in Dvaraka. 

HV clearly states that the Yamuna, w^hich was flowing at t 
distance, was drawn and made to flow through the fields ol 
Vrndavana, a feat of which Rama is rightly proud. The namei 
of the sons of Rama are given in PP and VP. 

( a ) XIII Krsna’s marriage with Rukmiri. 

( b ) BP 199. 1-11 ; VP 26. 1-11 ; PP 274. 13-275. 19 ; HV 104- 
109 ; 117, 118 ; BVP 105-109 ; BhP 52. 16-54. 60 ( other sources 
also mention this incident with a few details). 

( c ) Bhlsmaka, king of Kundinapura, in Vidarbha, wished tc 
marry his daughter RukminI to Krsna, but Rukml, the brothei 
of the bride, influenced by Jarasarhdha, offered her to Sisupala o 
the Cedis; Krsna with his retinue, came to attend the marriage 
ceremony as a spectator, and took away the bride, defeating Rukm 
and his partisans, who pursued to fight with him. 

( d ) PP inserts here a son of the Purohita, BVP a Brahmans 
Sudharma, and BhP some Brahmana ‘Aptam dvijam kamcit/ aj 
being sent by Rukminl-by Bhlsmaka, according to BVP,-with i 
message to Krsna in Dvaraka. HV, by giving the incident ii 
two places, has created some inconsistency in the thread of th( 
narrative, at adh. 104, Krsna hears of the proposed Svayamvari 
of RukminI, and proceeds, properly attended to the place of sele 
ction. In the adhs. following, 105-109, Rukmi and his friends ar 

1 ** Varu^apresitS devi vSrugil vrk^akotarSt, patanti BhP 65. 19* 

3 t* vayo yaiyS gatam satyam yuganam saptaviihiiati^, BVP 106* 

A, IT* 
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disconcerted at Krsna’s appearance, but he is well received by 
Kaisika, and is ultimatrly crowned on the throne of Vidarbha by 
the same prince, and Jarasamdha and Sunitha, who objected to 
Krsna's presence, were formally reconciled with Krsna, who 
returns to Mathura, without the Svayamvara coming off, appar- 
ently. Adhs. 110-115, are devoted to Kalayavana story, and 
DvSraka is built at adh. 116, and then at 117, we see the story of 
RukminI taken up again, where apparently, the question of 
choice is put aside, and Jarasamdha, with the influence of other 
kings resolves upon the marriage of Rukmini witli the Cedi prince 
Sisupala. The usual questioning of Janamejaya, as to who 
Rukml was etc. which should rightly have come at the begin- 
ning at adh. 104, is seen here quite- out of place. Then comes 
her abduction by Krsna, the defeat of Rukml etc. as is told in BP 
accounts. In BVP Krsna is accompanied by Bhisma, Drona, 
Pandavas etc. and has a fight with Rukmi, Salva etc., at the gates 
of Kundinapura, and after their defeat, is received by Bhismaka 
in the palace court and subsequently married to Rukmini, whose 
mother Subhadra, weeps at the departure of the couple to Dvarak^. 
PP mentions the worship of Durga by the bride previous to the 
marriage, HV, of Indrani, and BhP of BhavanI, in a temple out- 
side the city, from where she was taken away by Krsna leaving 
Rama and other Yadavas to fight with the pursuers. Vij Recn. 
inserting some stanzas, states that Rukml overtook Krsna while 
he was crossing the river Narmada. In describing the marriage, 
PP and BVP state that Nanda, with his men, had come to attend 
the ceremony. BVP adding, at adh. 110, 111 that Yasoda asked 
for Tattvajnana, and Krsna tells her to have it from Nanda; 
Yasoda going to see Radha, who tells her that Krsna was the 
Lord God, and engages herself in meditation. 

(a) XIV. Pradyumna and Sambara. 

(b) BP 199.12-200, 30; VP 26,12-27.31; PP 277.2 (mere refe- 
fence, while introducing the Usa story); HV 163-167, after the 
Parijata incident; BVP 112.1-33; BhP 55. 1-40; DBh 24. 43-25. 24. 

( c ) Rukmini gave birth to a son who was taken away, by the 
demon Sambara, on the sixth day of the child's birth ; the child 
was reared up by Mayavatl,the wife of the Asura, and when came 
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of age, she had a passion for the young boy, the reason being that 
she was Rati, wife of Cupid, who was now born as Pradyumna, 
who, of course, upon knowing the facts, killed the Asura in fight 
and returned to Dvaraka with his wife, where he was joyfully 
received by his parents, who were told of the facts by Narada. 

( d ) BP, VP and BhP state that the child was thrown into the 
sea, where it was swallowed by a fish, which was caught,and brought 
to Mayavatl, who, upon cutting the fish, saw the child, when 
NSrada told her of the incidents of her former life, saying that 
the child was her husband, and should be reared up. HV and 
BVP state that it was taken on the seventh day, and Sambara, of 
his own accord,gave it to his wife Maya, who was awakened to the 
former things,by inspiration according to HV, by Sarasvatl accord- 
ing to BVP ; HV gives a long description of the fight where Pra- 
dyumna, first kills the warriors of Samab8ra,and finally the Asura 
himself. Pradyumna is, here, helped by Indra, who sends Narada 
with the Vaisnavastra, and armour, when the Asura, having 
failed in his Mayas-illusive powers,-was about to hurl his power- 
full Mudgara given him by goddess ITma. Pradyumna, under the 
advice of the sage, prays to Durga, and by, her favour, the large 
mace is turned into a garland of flowers, on the neck of the 
young hero. According to BVP, which, substitutes wind for 
Narada, as messenger, asking to pray Durga, which turns the ^nlii 
into flowers, the Asura was killed by Brahmastra; while in BhP, 
Pradyumna cuts off the head of Sambara, by a sword. In BVP 
alone the fight comes off as a consequence of the young hero 
being detected in the course of amour with the Asura 's wife. 
Other sources state that Pradyumna, on knowing of his birth 
calls on the Asura for a fight, while HV, dealing with details, 
states that the challenge was given by bringing down the flag- 
staff of the Asura with an arrow from the hero. 

( e ) Vij. Recn. inserts 3 stanzas, at the beginning of BhP 55, 
to state that Krsna, got this son, as a favour from the God Siva, 
who was pleased by Krsna ’s penance. In DBh, Krsna grieves at 
the loss of the child, and upon prayin.g to the Devi, the Goddess 
shows him the traces, which lead to the recovery of the boy. 
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( a ) XV krsna's other wives and children. 

( A ) Besides Rukmini, Krsna married seven other wives ; of 
these, Krsna won ( 1 )Satyabhama, and ( 2 ) Jambavatl, in the affair 
of the Syamantaka diamond, mentioned at PP.276.1-37 ; BVP 122; 
BhP 56, 57 ; VyP 96.20-98 •* other sources give only the names of 
all these, and their progeny : BP 201.15 *, VP 28.1-5 ; HV 118.6696 
fif., BhP giving details about others, too, at adh. 58 : ( 3 ) Kalindl 
daughter of the Sun, seen by Krsna while he was walking in 
company with Arjuna, on the banks of the river Yamuna ; she 
had decided to marry no other, and was accepted by Krsna. 
( 4 ) Mitravinda, a cousin-a daughter of the Pitrsvasa- of Krsna, 
was, knowing her love for him, carried away against the will of 
her brothers Vindanuvinda, friends of Duryodhana. (5) Satya, 
daughter of king Nagnajita, was won by defeating seven power- 
ful bulls. (6) Bhadra, daughter of Srutaklrti, and a cousin of 
Krsna, was offered him by her brothers, and accepted in marriage; 
(7) Laksmana, princess of Madra, was in ‘Svayamvara^ carried 
away by Krsna. There is some difference in the names of these 
wives, as found in other sources. BP, VP and agreeing with these 
HV, give : Kalindl, Mitravinda, Satya of Nagnajit, Jambavatl, 
Rohinl^ Suiila, daughter of Madraraja, Satyabhama, and Laksma- 
na. HV adding with regard to the last that she was the daughter 
of Saibya ; while PP, after concluding the Syamanta story with 
a line of Phalasruti, states that three of these wives were daugh- 
ters of Madraraja, and in the list that follows at adh. 276.40-41, 
substitutes Suslla for Bhadra and prefixes ^Su' to Laksmana. 
DBh list at adh. 24. 40-41 agrees with BhP. 

(B) Krsna’s killing Narakasura, in a fight, at the request of 
Indra, gained him 16000 maidens, whom he married. This inci- 
dent brought about another, in which Krsna going to heaven 
brought the tree Parijata, for his wife Satyabhama. Both these 
are given in the different sources as follows : — 

BP 202-204 ; VP 29-31 ; PP 42-110; HV 121-K5 ; BVP 112. 
37-41, and 113. 41 ; BhP 59. DBh. 25. 25-27 ( om. Naraka ) ; BP 69 . 
81, 82 ( om. Parijata ). It is interesting to note here, that while BP, 
VP, and PP give comparatively equal space to both these inci- 
dents, HV attaches greater length to the second ; BVP makes veij 
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gmall business of both, giving them only in different references; BhP 
disposes of P§-rijata in 3 st. (59. 38-40 ) only, and the minor sources 
DBh and LP barely mention one, omitting the other altogether. 
This shows a tendency in each, to dilate upon, or shorten the inci- 
dent according to the will of the author. Vij. to make up for the 
shortcoming of the original, inserts, after BhP 59, three adhs. 
giving a detailed description of Krsna's fight with the gods, in 
the Pari jata affair, where a stanza 65. 10, is seen to be framed 
after the text of BP 203. 24. PP inserts a talk between Naraka 
and Krsna, where the former puts as his last prayer that people 
performing auspicious bath on the day of his death, -now popular- 
ly known as ' NarakacatiirdasI,’- should be exempt from hell. 
As regards, the tree itself, PP states that Satyabhama was insult- 
ed by Sad, not offering her the flowers of the tree, and asked her 
Lord Krsna to take the tree away, who agreed^ that it should be 
on the earth till his life-time, while HV shows Narada as root 
of the quarrel, as he brought a flower of the tree, and gave it to 
Rukmini, when Satyabhama was enraged, and Krsna, to satisfy 
her, sent word to Indra, through Narada, and upon being rejeot- 
ed,-Indra here refers to the Khandava incident of the MBh, as one 
having occurred long back ( cf. “ Khandave carjunaratham pura 
vahayata ... HV 129. 7300 )-went on to fight, and that the tree 
was to remain on the earth for^ a year only, when it was offered 
along with Krsna, by Satyabhama, to Narada, in fulfillment of 
a ‘ vrata, ’ while BhP states,^ that it was planted in the court 
yard of Satyabhama, without giving the period. 

( C) Krsna had a number of children from all these wives and 
had thus a very large family. Rakmini is said to have 10 sons, 
and a daughter, Pradyumna being the first of all; the extent 
of all is given at BP 205. 1-5 *, VP 32, 1-5 ; HV at the end of the 
adh. 118 and with more details at adh. 162 : BhP 61. 1-19 ; BVP 
112. 36-41 ; of these BhP gives the largest number of names, BP, 
VP and HV giving only the names of the sons of Rukmini, and 
BVP taking her as the model, ^ putting ten sons and a daughter 

1 Mayi svargam gate sakra grahana tvam yatliecchayS, PP 276. 106. 

2 Samvatsare tato yate... p5rijatam punah svargam anayat. HV 135. 7711. 

3 Sth5pitah Satyabhamay5 grho»iyanopa^obhanah, BhP 59. 40. 

4 “ Ekasyam daia putrSs ca kanyakaikS kramepa oa BVP 112. 40. 
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for each of these wives, all concluding that the total number wag 
very large. 

BP 201. 6-28 5 VP 28. 6-28; HV 119; and BhP 61. 20-40 
—first two after (A), and lest two after (C), — give an incident, as 
connected with the family account, where Krsna, with all his 
family and relations, had gone to attend the marriage of Aniruddha, 
son of Pradyumna, with the grand-daughter of RukmI. After 
the ceremony was over, RukmI, at the instigatson of Kalihga, and 
others, proposed to play at dice with Balarama, knowing that he 
was not an expert, and won all the bets on two days, when the 
Kalihga prince laughed, showing his teeth, and RukmI too, joined 
in the ridicule. On the third day the bet proceeded, and in the 
discussion as to who won it, a word from the heaven decided in 
favour of Rama, who to revenge the insult, drew away the teeth 
of Kalihga and killed RukmI with Astapada, putting others to 
flight. Krsna afraid of a clash between Rama and RukminI, 
kept silent over the incident and returned to Dvaraka. 

HV states,^ that Rama himself told Krsna of the incident ; 
BhP states,® that Rama killed RukmI with an uplifted parigha. 

HV has here, in its text, BP 201. 21cd, and 23c. 

After the end of Parijata affair, at adh. 135, HV has a number 
of adh. 136-174, containing, besides the two references given 
above: extent of Krsna’s family at adh, 162, ( vide C ), and 
Sambara incident ( XIV ), at adh. 163-167, other subjects not 
found in any of the remaining sources in the present connection, 
and need not, therefore, be given here with any details. 

( a ) XVI Love affair between Aniruddha and Usl 

( b ) BP 205, 206 ; VP 32, 33 ; PP 277 ; HV 175-190 ; BVP 114- 
120; BhP 62, 63. 

( c ) IJsa, daughter of Balias son Bana, saw Siva and Parvatl, in- 
dulging in amorous sports, and asked for the same pleasure for her- 
self; when subsequently, according to ParvatUs promise, the 
young girl saw herself enjoyed by a youth, in a dream, she was 
helped by her friend Citralekha, who identifying the youth as 

1 ...K5m;ili...Dyavedayata Krsnsya tat casarvara... ” HV 110. 

2 Kruddhah parighara udyamya... ” BhP 61. 36, 
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Aniruddha, got him into the harem by her magic power, and 
here, the lovers stayed on. By this time, Bana, who had a 
thousand arms, was eager for a strong fight and prayed to Siva 
for an opponent in arms. Siva told that the opportunity was 
coming ; when the Asura was informed of the presence of the 
youthful lover, he fought with him, and bound him fast with 
serpents-* Pannagastra. ' Naradatook this news to Dvarka and 
Krsna, with his forces invaded Sonitapura, Bana's city. In the 
strong fight that ensued, even Siva sided with the Asura, but 
Krsna defeated all, cutting the host of arms of Bana, and ulti- 
mately, after reconciling matters, returned to his place, with the 
young lovers married. 

( d ) BVP differing, states that Parvatl made Aniruddha eager 
by sending him a dream-vision of Usa, and in response Krsna 
made Usa to crave for the youth, by sending his vision to her ; 
that Citralekha told of Usa^s craving to Bana, when he was with 
Siva and others, Ganesa told the facts, but was asked by Siva, 
not to let Bana hear him, so that after the lover had stayed with 
Usa, the guards of the harem told Bana that his daughter was 
pregnant, which enraged him greatly, and in spite of Siva and 
others objecting, he began to fight, where Aniruddha defeated 
him, and Karttikeya as well. Bali then intervened, and prayed 
to Krsna who promised not to kill Bana. BP and VP state^ that 
Bana fought in a chariot driven by Nandisa. PP has the first 25 
numbers of this adhyaya in prose, and brings in Parvatl to pray 
to Krsna to spare her husband, who was lying senseless on the 
field of battle, by Krsna^s Mohanastra. BP, VP and BhP state 
that when Krsna was about to hurl his discus against Bana, the 
Maya of the Daityas stood naked before him and consequently 
Krsna closed his eyes and sent his Sudarsana to cut off the 
Asura’s arms alone. PP stating^ that Krsna s Cakra cut off all 
the weapons hurled against him by Bana and then the Asura's 
arms. HV at adh. 189, adds an incident after the marriage of 
the lovers, where Krsna, adviced by Bana's minister Kubhanda, 
tries to take away Bana's cows protected by Varuna, but finally 
give up the matter, at Varuna s request. Adh. 190, the last of 

1 “ NandisasamgrhitSsvam... I adhirudho maharatham II ” BP 206. 28. 

2 “ Tani larva^i ciocheda cakre^aiva Janardanah ” PP 277, 18, 
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the Visniiparvan in HV, gives the celebrations in DvarakS, 
where the bride Usa was sent in a peacock — chariot by the 
goddess Rudranl.' 

( e ) HV finishes its account of Krsna with this incident. AP 
which gives the whole life summary, mentions only the Yamuna- 
Karsana a feat of Rama, after this, and concludes with the state- 
ment that Krsna, after this, lived happily with his numerous 
wives and their children. In fact, this marks the height of 
Krsna’s prosperity according to Puranic tradition, as even in BhP 
adh. 63 ff. to the end of skandha X, except Mbh references, there 
is nothing to equal this incident. 

There is one incident in which Krsna has to fight with 
Paundraka Vasudeva, king of Kasi, referred to, at BP 207 ; 
VP 54 ; PP 278 ; BhP 66 ; but this is not common to all 
the sources ; some mention, at HV 100 ; BhP Vij 52. 78 ff : 
BVP 121, a Srgala Vasudeva, who was ruling in Karavira- 
pura, and was killed by Krsna in course of the Southern 
fight with Jarasaihdha (see above under XI). VyP, in giving 
the sons of Vasudeva from his different wives, mentions, at 96.183. 
‘Pundra’ and ‘Kapila’ as sons of Sugandhl VanarajI ; of these the 
first becomes king, Kapila retiring to forests ; both these Vasu- 
devas-Sragala, according to BVP alone— are said to have imitated 
Krsim, in appearance, and paraphernalia, and posed themselves as 
the original, challenging Krsna for fight or surrender; the latter 
cut the head of Paundraka with his cakra, when his son, under 
favour of Siva, created a ‘Krtya’ and sent her against Dvaraka, 
which began to take fire : so Krsna, who was then playing at dice, 
sent his Sudarsana after her, which pursuing her to the end, burnt 
down the city of Varanasi. PP gives the name of the son, as 
Dandapani, while BhP calls him Sudaksina, BP and VP not 
giving any. This incident, perhaps, records history of Krsna’s 
fight with the followers of Saiva faith, who wore Pundra mark, 
and imitated the Bhagavatas, BhP inserts between the Usa inci- 
dent and Paundraka affair, two adhs. 64-giving Nrgopakhyana 
and 65 the incident no. XII, while BVP places Srgala and Sya- 

1 " MSyuram ratham arubya ... I Usa sariipresita devyS rudranyH.. HV 190 
11032. 
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mantaka, bringing in' Mbh reference in the former case, (adh, 121 
and 122 ) after Usa incident, and reverts to its main theme about 
Radha, and finishes the story with her reunion: (123-129) after 
too years of separation, Radha worships Ganesa and is reunited 
to TCrsna, who, after fully sporting himself, finally returns to 
Goloka with her, and with other residents of Gokula. 130; Narada's 
marriage with Srnjaya’s daughter and his return to penance after 
a short worldly life. 131; about Fire being called ‘Hiranyaretas*. 
132 a brief resume of the BVP. 

(a) XVII-Exploits of BalarAma. 

As mentioned above, the Puranic story of Krsna seems to refer 
to the Usa incident, as the last one of importance, and then, after 
some time, comes the ‘last of the Yadavas', which HV, forming a 
part of the Mbh, omits. But before this, it was natural to give 
something about Balarama, the elder brother, and here we find 
the Rsis asking about the same*. “Srotum iochamahe bhuyo 
Balbhadrasya dhlmatah : Mime parakramarh sauryam...*' BP 208. 

(b) In reply to this, we have two incidents recorded at BP 
208, 209, VP 36,37; HV (only the first, coming after Rukmis 
death; see under XV), and BhP 67,68 (transposing the two), the 
last source adding a few more still before coming to the end. 

(c) These two incidents are : (1) placing his plough against the 
city-walls, Balarama, forcing the capital Hastinapura, into the 
river Ganges, as he was enraged by the Kauravas laughing at his 
orders to release Samba, Krsna^s son, who was taken captive, 
while lie was trying to run away with the daughter of Duryo- 
dhana from Svayamvara, and (2) killing Dvivida, the monkey 
friend of Narakasura,as he attacked Rama, while he was enjoying 
himself in his wife's company, in the gardens of the hill Raivata. 

(e) After this BhP adds a number of adhs. mainly dealing 
with the Mbh. incidents. This is the only Pnrana which has 
stated the Puranic story in Mbh. context ; the details in the BhP 
portion under consideration, are-’ — 69 Krsna 's family life; 70-77 
Mbh. Sabha portion from Jarasamdha to Sisupala incidents, and 

1. SrgSla upbraiding Krsna.— “Dronam Bhismam ca Karnaip ca ghStayS- 

masa Mayaya” showing that- Mbh. war was over already. BVP 121.9. w. 

A. 18. 
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Vans portion regarding Krsna s fight with Salva ; 78 I-IG Death 
of Dantavaktra and Viduratha by Krsna, in fight ^PP 279.18-23 
gives the death of the first, who fought ‘day and night’ with 
Krsna at the gates of Mathura, and after this, at sfc. 24-28, Krsna 
went to Gokula, sported with the women of the place for two 
months, and sending all the beings of the place to happy 
Vaikuntha, returned to Dvaraka). 17-40 Rama’s pilgrimage, 
during the Mahabharata war. 79-Rama’s return to Dvaraka after 
the war. 80,81 (Coronation of Yudhisthira, inserted in Vij. Recn.) 
also in PP 279 29-36; BVP 113.37-40. Krsna’s friend- Kucela' 
‘Sudhaman* in BVP; ‘Balasakha satlrthya’, in PP,— struck witli 
poverty, made rich by Krsna ; 82 Meeting of Yadavas and Panda- 
vas on the Kiiruksetra, where Nanda, Yasoda too, were present. 
83. Talk between Draupad! and Krsna’s wives. 84. Sacrifice 
performed by Vasudeva : and then all returning to Dvaraka for 
the rainy season. 85.1-26. Vasudeva praising Krsna and Rama, 
27 ff. DevakI shown her dead sons by Krsna ; 86 Arjuna taking 
away Subhadra, an incident, as if forgotten so long. 87 Srutigita 
recited by Rsi Narayana to Narada. 88 Vrkasura story, similar 
to Bhasmasura, here Narayana taking the form of a boy-batu- 
puts the Asura down, 89.1-21, discussion among Bhrgu and 
other Rsis, about the greatness of Visnu, 22-66, also at HV 170-73 
PP 279.41-555 BVP113.35; Krsna and Arjuna engaged in restoring 
the dead sons of a Brahmans, where Arjuna was proved powerless. 
PP states’ that the Brahmans had thus lost 6 sons, the last aged 
5 years, and BhP, differing,® gives three sons, each dying as soon 
as born. 90, Krsna’s sports with his wives. 

(a) XVITI— Last of the YAdavas. 

( b ) BP 210-212, VP 37, 38; PP 279.56-96; BhP XI, 1, 6, 30, 31, 
LP 69-83-94; Mbh. XVLl-8. 

( c ) Yadava boys, out of joke, took Samba dressed as a woman 
to the Rsis, Visvamitra, Kanva and Narada, at the holy place 
Pindaraka, and asked them, what the pregnant lady would bear. 

1. “Mrtam Paficavarsikara balani” and “...mama panca putra purvam hats 

ayain tu sasthaL..*’ PP 279.41,43. 

2. “JStamStro bhuvam sprstvS maraara kUa bharata” and “Evam dvitiyarp 

viprarsis tftiyaip tvevaip ova ca/' BhP 89.22,2Q. 
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The insulted Brahmanas told the boys that Samba would give 
birth to a ‘Musala’, a rod, and it would prove ruin to all the 
Yadavas. The rod was accordingly born, and the boys, afraid of 
the consequences, told the whole to king Ugrasena, who pounded 
it, and threw it into the sea, where it grew into Eraka grass, and 
the iron ring of the rod was swallowed by a fish, secured by the 
hunter Jara, who set it to his arrow. Krsna, on his side, received 
the hint, and seeing bad omens, ordered all the Yadavas to pro- 
ceed to the holy place Prabhasa, where the Yadavas, drunk to 
excess, fell to quarrelling, and Krsna, seeing them gone out of 
control, took a handful of gra^s and struck all to death with it. 
Darnka, the charioteer, alone was left and was sent by Krsna to 
carry the news to Arjuna, asking him to come for relief of those 
left behind ; Rama, in the form of a serpent, expired, and Krsna 
was struck in his foot by an arrow from the hunter Jara. 

Ugrasena, Vasudeva and his wives, as also the principal 
wives of Krsna, entered fire, while Arjuna with the remaining 
ladies and men proceeded towards his own place, when the camp 
was attacked, on the way, by robbers, who took away some of the 
ladies too. Arjuna, who could not successfully revert the attack, 
and was disappointed, reached Indraprastha, with the remaining 
people, and crowned Vajra, a great-grandson of Krsna, on the 
throne, and with his brothers, himself proceeded to his Maha- 
prasthana. 

( d ) PP mentions only the great Rsi Kanva, practising pen- 
snce on the river Narmada, while LP adds ‘Durvasah'to the three, 
BhP adding a number of others. BP, VP, and BhP state that 
Uddhava, an intimate friend of Krsna, was sent to Badarl after 
the curse was kno wn; Mbh.' seems to state that he expired, as 
left, none knew where,’ while PP and LP omit this altogether; 
PP stating that the Musala was disposed of by Krsna, Mbh.^' 
refers to an acclamation prohibiting drink in the city. BhP 
inserts, previous to the final departure of Uddhava, a series of 
adhyayas 7-29 dealing with philosophy told him by Krsna after 

1. Apasyan nuddhvarp yantarp tejasSvrtya rodasi, Mbh, XVI, 4.14. 
t, “...Surasavo no kartavyah...l8, Yas’oa no viditaip kuryit peyam... Jlran 
sa Bdlam arohet... ' Mbh. Xyi.2.19. 
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the fashioxi of the Mbh. A portion of the great Mbh. episode 
beginning with the aftermath of the war, is also given at the 
beginning of the BhP 1.7-15, as also the context of this Purina, 
is set in the meeting between Vidura and Uddhava after the 
expiry of all the Yadavas and Panclavas. Regarding the 
robbing away of some of Krsna’s widows, Mbh. XVI.8.60, BP 
(agreeing with VP) 212.26, has the same statement, that some 
were taken by force, w^hile others followed through their desire 
'‘Kamat canyah pravavrajuh.^' BhP wisely omits this reference, 
saying that Arjuna took the remaining people to Indraprastha, 
while PP only refers to the ladies being taken ; ‘jagrhuh’. In 
explanation of this, BP, VP, and PP refer to an old incident 
where the sage Astavakra was laughed at, for his deformity, by 
the celestial nymphs, and were, cursed by him that they would 
go with robbers, and by his favour, were granted that they would 
have lord Vasudeva as their husband. PP is not clear regarding 
the sequences of the curse and favour, but BP and VP state^ that 
the sage was prayed to by the ladies, while he was neck-deep in 
water, and laughed at when he came out. 

III-Krsna story in the Mahabharata. 

1. We have done so far w'ith the incidents in the life of Krsna, 
as given in the different Puranas, and although there is differ- 
ence as regards details, we can say that the general story, in 
gross, is the same in all these sources ; we have also reason to 
suppose that except for BP and VP, each source has a separate 
composition for itself, although BP seems to have influenced 
a few other sources, to some extent ; and now we turn to 

The Mahabharata, 

another source of importance, where a part of the life of Krsna, as 
connected with that of the Pandavas, is found. We can very 
well see that whatever the present state of the Epic text be, it 
was mainly meant to describe the Pandavas and their cousins, 
and Krsna, though a very important ally "of the former, comes 

1. Tustuvus tarn mabatnianam...74, Akantbama^Uii^qi ^a]ile...BP 2'i2.75, and, 
“ tam uttirnaip ca dadrsur virupaip vakraip astadha ... hasab sphuto 
bh^tat tab sasSpa muiiih,..op. oit, 212,81,82. 
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in only where he is wanted. The following is, in brief, a list 
of incidents, mentioned in MBh, where Krsna figures directly 
some way or other 

1- I. 201-227 Krsna, present at the Svayarhvara of DraupadI, 

sees the Pandavas, returns with them to Hastinapura, 
gets Indraprastha built, and, with Rama, returns to 
Dvaraka. 

2- 'I. 247-11. 2 goes to attend the marriage ceremony of his 

sister Subhadra, stays on with the Pandavas, when too, 
comes off the Khandava fire ; and returns to Dvaraka with 
his sister Subhadra. 

3- II. 13-25 sent for by Yudhisthira, tor advice in the matter of 

Rajasuya ; death of Jarasariidha, and Krsna s subsequent 
return to his place. 

4- II. 38-72 washed the feet of the Brahmanas, during the sacri- 

fice ; offered Arghya by Sahadeva, and insulted by Sisu - 
pala, kills the latter ; returns to Dvaraka after the 
sacrifice. 

5- I1I. 12-22 goes with his followers, to offer condolences to Yu- 

dhisthira in forest ; relates his encounter with Salva, as 
the cause of his absence from the Dyilta ; returns witli 
Subhadra and Abhimanyu to Dvaraka. 

6- III. 119-121 Meeting of the Yadavas and Pandavas at Prabhasa. 

7- IlL 185-236. comes with Satyabhama, and stays with the Pan- 

davas in the Paiivjaka forest and returns after some time. 
264 Feast to sage Durvasas, Krsna helping DraupadI^ 
Northern Interpolation. 

8- IV. 78 — V. 5, goes to Upaplavya and after the marriage of 

Abhimanyu, brings about a meeting of the kings and settles 
upon the Pandava’s demand for their share, and then 
leaves for Dvaraka. asking to be sent for if Duryodhana 
refuses to admit their claim. 

9~V. 17, Duryodhana and Arjuna, seeking help from Krsna, in 
the coming war, go to Dvaraka, where Duryodhana 
gets the army and Krsna, who had vowed not to take any 
active part in actual fight, joins Arjuna and returns 
with him. 
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10- V. 71-150, Krspas futile embassy to the Kauravas ; reports 

his failure to the Paiidavas. 

11- V. 152. 5-9. Krsna with Dhrstadyumna and Satyakb arranged 

the camp for the army of the Pandavas. 

12- VI-X~The War. 

( i ) VI. 25-42 preaching.; the Bhagavadglta. 

(ii) a-VI. 59. 91 marching with his discus against Bhisma; 
h-VI. 106. 55 marching against Bhisma, restrained by 
Arjuna, in both cases. 

(iii) VTI. 29. 18 protected Arjuna by taking upon himself 
the charge of Vaisnava missile sent by Bhagadatta, 
VII 32-43 explained to Arjuna his four-fold form. 

(iv) VII. 77. 22 consoling Subhadra after the death of 
Abhimanyu. 

( V ) VIT.100.19 groomed the horses and caused them to 
drink water, in the din of battle. 

(vi) Vir. 142. 60, promised dying Bhurisravas? his own 
world, form etc. in heaven. 

(vii) VTJ. 147. 61 ff, created darkness, told Arjuna to cut 
off the head of Jayadratha, making it fall in the lap 
of his father. 

(viii) VII. 174. 45lf, encouraged and sent off Ghatotkaca 
against Kama! 

(ix) VII. 191, advised Pandavas to practise fraud on Drona*, 
urged Yudhlsthira to tell a lie. 

( I ) VIII. 72, told Arjuna, the story of Kausika, and 
Balaka, and pacified him, when he ( Arjuna ) had 
drawn sword against Yudhisthira, for the insult 
offered to his (bravery ) bow Gandiva. 

(xi) VIII. 97. 30, saved Arjuna from the serpent-arrow of 
Kama, l)y pressing the chariot five fingures deep in 
the ground. 

(xii) IX. 6. 26-40, advises Yudhisthira to kill Salya. 

(xiii) IX. 33.2-16. censures Yudhisthira for having given 
Duryc^dhana, the last decisive chance of fighting 
with one of them. 
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(xiv) IX. 59. 3-19, afraid of Duryodhana's success, advises 
Arjuna to ^ive Bhima a hint to strike Duryodhana 
on his thigh, even against the rules. 

(xv) IX. 61 tried to pacify his brother Rama, who was 
angry at the duel against the rules, but Rama, still 
unsatisfied, returns to Dvaraka. 

(xvi) IX. 62. 27 ff, Vasudeva and Duryodhana upbraiding 
each other. 

IX. 62. 71ff, consoles the despondent Pandavas. 

(xvii) IX. 63. 50-54, advised by Yudhisthira, leaves for 
TTastinapura, to comfort Gaudhari and Dhrtarastra. 

(xviii) X. 16. 12, cursing Asvatthaman, declares that he would 
revive Pariksit. 

13- Xr. 11-15, substituted t(ie iron statue of Bhima, for Dhrta- 

rastra to embrace, and afterwards pacifies him ( 23 flf. ) 

14- Xl. 25. 39-46. (landhar! curses Krsna. 

XL 26. ]-5, Krsna upbraids lier, tolling the faults of her 

SODS, which brought about tlie calamity. 

15- XII, XIII, telling stories to calm tiio mind of Yudhisthira 

and taking him to Bhisma fur the same. 

( a) XII, 28, tells the history of the sixteen kings. 

(b ) XIL29, tells I^arada and Parvata story. 

( c ) ,, 38, tells C'lrvaka s stnry at the time of the corona- 

tion. 

( d ) „ 45.21 asks Yudhisthira to approach Bhisma for 

knowledge. 

( e ) „ 48, tells the story of Rama-Jamadagnya. 

(f) ,, 81, Vasudeva-Narada samvada, regarding the 

quarrels among the Yadavas, related by Bhisma. 

( g) 237, discourse between Ugrasena and Krsna on 
the mertits of Narada. 

(h) XIII.45-'49, describes the greatness of Rudra, when 
Krsna himself practised penance for a son from 
Jamba vati and pleased Rudra, who granted him 
boons. V / . 
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.139-146 (N. Recn) propitiated Siva by penance, 'who 
202-250 (S. Recn) 

foretold Krsna’s feats and granted boons. 

“ 252, returns to Dvaraka, when Rukminl gave birth 
to Pradyumna. 

“ 265-66, describes the greatness of Rudra to Yudhi- 
sthira. 

( i ) XIIL264, tells Pradyumna how Durvasas was pleased 
after severe tests. 

16- XIV.17-51 recited Anugita to Arjuna. 

17- „ .58, on his way to Dvaraka, sees the sage Uttahka, and 

pacifies him by showing his Visvarupa etc. 

60-62, related the incidents of the war to his father, who 
performed obsequies for the dead relatives. 

19- ,,69.24-36, restored to life the dead child of Uttara. 

20- „ 87-89, attended the horse-sacrifice of Yudhisthira, and 

returned to Dvaraka. 

21- XVI— The Mausalaparvan, describing the end of all the Yada- 

vas, including Xrsna’s death at the hands of a hunter, 
Jara; and lastly, 

22- XVtn.4 2, seen in his divine form in heaven, by Yudhisthira. 
2. A comparison of these incidents with those of the Pura- 

nic tradition, will show that, excepting the Mausala, giving the 
end of the Yadava family, no incident is common, and that the 
two are quite separate traditions. Of course, some Puranas, and 
BhP, most of them, do bring in the Mhli. story, to a certain extent, 
as we find the reverse in the Mbh. also. The following is a brief 
statement of these references:— 

MBH. REFERENCES IN THE PURANAS 

1. Indra requesting Krsna to befriend Arjuna, and Krsna 
promising accordingly to protect him all through his life. BP 
l»8.40-47. VP 12.17-24. 

2. Garga, giving a prohphecy of Krsna’s life, mentions his 
lielp towards the Pandavas-BVP 13.131. 
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3. Rajasuya incident, and Sisupala's death, mentioned, as also 
the Mbh. war Op. cit. 113.23-34. 

4. Bana, speaking to Aniruddha, referring to the Mbh. war 
op. cit. 115. 05. 

5. Sragala Vasudeva, upbraiding Krsna, referring to the 
death of Bhisma, Drona etc. through Krsna, op. oit. 121.8,9. 

6. Indra referring to the Khandava fire, while speaking to 
Narada, in the Parijata incident HV 129.7300. 

7. BhP, at the very beginning, makes' vSuka say tliat he would 
give a combined account of K .- <aandthe Pandavas, and starts 
with the Sauptika incidents of the Mbh. Further at skandha 
X, which is mainly devoted to the life of Krsna, it inserts, off and 
on, various references to incidents in tlie Mbh. This tendency 
has been carried further still, by Vij Recn, which mentions some 
more in its text. Here are some instances to support this state- 
ment I — 

( a ) Akrura l)eing sent to Hastinapura to get news about the 
Pandavas, BhP X.48.32 ff, after Kamsa’s death, and his sul)sequent 
return after seeing Dhrtarastra’s attitude, towards the Pandavas, 
op. cit. 49. 

( b) Vij. giving a list of kings in Jarasaihdha^s army; mention- 
ing Drupada, 8akuni and otners of Mbh. fame. op. cit. after 50 
12ab. HV, in addition, mentions* ' the Kauravas also. 

( c ) Vij. mentioning Krtavarmaii being sent by Krsna to see 
the Pandavas, he having learnt that Drupada was defeated by the 
young sons of Kunti. op. cit. ins. after 52.14. 

( d ) Krsna going to pay a visit to the Pandavas at Indraprastha 
very soon after their marriage with Draupadi. op. cit. 58, and 
during his stay of some months, married Kalindl, daughter of the 
Sun. 58.13ff. 

( e ) Krsna going to see the Pandavas in forest, hearing of 
their loss of kingdom etc. in the play at dice ; ins. by Vij at the 
beginning of adh. 64, and returning to Dvaraka with Subhadra and 
Abhimanyu. 

1. “ Pariksito tha rajarser janmakarraa vilayanam, samsth5ra oa Paiidu* 

UntranTim vaksye Kr§nakathodayam,” }3hP. 1.7.12. 

2. ‘ Duryodhanadayas caiva dhartara.stra mahabha^ah” HV 91.4971, 

A. 19 
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( f ) Kings, kept in custody by Jarasmdha, sending word to 
Krsna for their relief, when Narada, coming, advises him about 
the Rajasuya of the Pandavas. The story of the sacrifice with the 
deaths of Jarasaitidha and Sisupala, vSalva^s attack on Dvaraka 
during Krsna 's absence at the Rajasuya; Krsna’s return and death 
of Salva. op. cit. 70-77. 

( g ) After 78.16, Vij. ins. tlie story of the Mbh. war, beginning 
with the meeting of kings at Upaplavya, referred to at the begin- 
ning of Mbh. V. BhP, proper, mentions only Rama’s pilgrimage 
at the time of the war. “Srutva yuddhodyamam Ramah Kurunam 
saha Pandavaih i tirthabhisekavyajena madiiyasthah prayayau 
kila---*‘BhP 78.17-, refers also to his presence at the duel between 
Bhima and Duryodhana, and his return to Dvaraka after futile 
efforts to prevent it. 79.22 if. 

( h ) Vij. inserts at the beginning of adh. 80, Yudhisthira's 
coronation, after the close of the war. and Krsna's subsequent re- 
turn to Dvaraka. 

( k ) Arjuna taking away Krsna’s sister Subhadra, an incident 
mentioned at Mbh.I.239-244, appearing here as a supplement at 
the near end of the story, at adh. 86.1-12. This portion does not 
appear in tlie Vij. Recn. 

3. The Mbh. too, on the other hand, contains references to the 
Puranic story of Krsna; here, too, we find a tendency in the 
Southern Recn. of the Epic, to insert more Puranic matter, as 
will be seen fro.n the following : — 

Puranic references in the Mahabhirata. 

1-65. 3954, Earth approaching Brahma and praying for relief, 
referred to in all Puranas, vide above. 

1-214. 32,33, Krsna and Rama born of the black and white hair 
of Narayana, entering the wombs of DevakI and RohinI 
( mentioned in the Pancendropakhyana ). referred to in 
BP, VP and DBh. vide II ( d ) above. 

11. 19. Krsna referring to Kamsa’s death as the cause of his 
enmity towards Jarasarhdha. 

IL 23, giving the Puranic account of Krsna s life- a southern 
interpolation. 
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IT* 40. 23 Sl^upala depreciatin,^ Kirsna r Eajanamhatav5n purS 
Jarasarhdham..., *’ where Nllakantha takes ‘ Rajanam ’ 
to mean Karhsam. *' 

II. 42*63 , Bhisma about the different incarnations ; Krsna’s 
life at South -interpolation, 

IL 64. 7-12, Sisupala referring? to Puranic incidents- — 

Putana ( SakunI ), Asvavrsahham, cetan^^rahitam kastham 
patitam, padena Sakatam, valmikamatrah (hill) sapt^ham 
...dhrtah, bahvannam bhuktam ; hatah K'aitisah'; ‘‘ this 
passage is laid down by R. G. Bhandarkar as an inter- 
polation ( Vaisnavism p. 50). 

II. 68. 15-22, Ki'sna enumerating the evil deeds of Sisupala, 
referring to his burning Dvaraka during TCrsna’s absence 
on the trip to Pragjyotisapura ( of Narakasura ), and his 
desire for RukminT, along with other actions. 

IL 83. 8, Vidura to Dhrfcarastra refers to TCarrisa’s death by 
Krsna. 

II. 90. 43-49, DraupadI praying to TCrsna. when she was being 

stripped off her garments. S. and N. Recn. having different 
texts, the epithets used here, and prominently ' Gopljana- 
priya ^ the onhj reference in Mbh. implying Krsna^s friend- 
ship with the Gopis, are not found in old MSS. of Mbh. 

III. 12. 30. 32, Arjuna pacifying the angry Krsna in the forest 
residence of Pandavas, mentions ♦ his having made the 
way to Pragjyotisa safe by breaking the nets of Mura, and 
killing Nisumbha and Naraka, also refers to his taking 
away Rukminl. 

15-22, Krsna relating his encounter with Salva. 

V. 48. 74 ff. Sarhjaya reporting Arjuna 's speech to the Kau- 
ravas, referring to Krsna 's prowess, mentioning with 
other deeds, Rukminllmrana, killing of Dantavaktra,- 
and burning of Varanasi < in the affair of Paundraka 
Vasudeva ) ; Krsna killed Karhsa, and restored the 
diamond ‘ Kundalas’ to the gods, who granted him boons. 

V. 67. 4, Samjaya to Dhrtarastra “ Narakam Sambaram caiva 
Kaihsacaidyain ca madhavah jitavan-- krldan niva... 
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V. 130. 55-67. Vidura enumerating^ the deeds of Krsna refers ♦ 
to Dvivida, Naraka, Putana,Govardhana, Arista, Dhenuka, 
Caiiura, Asvaraja ( Kesi ), Kaiiisa, Jarasamdba, Baku, 
Sisupala, Bana, Parijata etc. etc. st 68 : “liis marria?te with 
the captive maidens " is omitted in old MSS. 

VII. 11. 1-26, Dhrtara^tra describing Krsna’s feats since his 
childhood, beginnin^-r with his being reared up among the 
cowherds : “Sainvardhatri gopakule balenaiva... Vikhya,- 
pitam balam” •* and ending with his bringing the tree 
Parijata from heaven. 

IX. 62. 26. Duryodhana upbraiding Krsna calls him •• “ Kam- 
sadasasya dayada. ” 

XII. 348. God Hari, in vSvetadvIpa, telling Narada of iiis ten 
incarnations : —life of Krsna appears as a prophecy at st. 
21-41, where restoration of Niga, the lizard, and fight with 
Bana ( 25,26 ), death of Kaiiisa, Kesi and others, Kaliya, 
Paundraka, as also the bolding of Govardhana ( o0-33 ), 
and few other linos giving more details, are given as 
southern interpolation, 

XIII. 45-49, Requested by bis wife Jambavati for a son, 
Krsna, 12 years after the death of Sainbara by Pradyumna, 
left for Himalayas and practising hard penance propi- 
tiated the God wSiva, who granted him boons. 

XIII. God vSiva describing the greatness of tlie great Hari 
Krsna, foretells liis birth from Vasudeva, of the 8ura 
family S ' sa surah... janayisyati... Vasudeva iti kl’yatam 
pu tram... 13. tasya putras caturbahur Vasudevo bhavi- 
syati' 32. refers to liis victory over Jarasamdba ( 34 ), his 
birth in Surasonas, and residence in Dvaraka, (36), and 
.’.millions his elder brotlier ( 54 ). 

XVI. 1-8, Mausala incident referred to above. 

IV-CoNCLUDiNO Remarks. 

1. That the Mbh. in its present form, seems influenced by 
the Puranas, can be seen from the Markandeya-samasya, of the 
Vanaparvan, also a description of Rama s pilgrimage, appearing 
in Salyaparvan, both these being meant to describe the holy 
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places of India, after the fashion of the Puranas ; besides this, we 
find an actual mention of two Puranas; Matsyakam nUma 
Puranam III. 190.55,’' and “Vayuproktam anusmrtya Puranam,” 
III. 194. 16. It is therefore, probable that the Puranio account 
of Krsna’s life, crept in, at some stage of development of the text, 
as he formed one of the most prominent characters of the Epic. 

2. Krsiia's identification with the Supreme godhead Visnu 
Narfiyana is, except in a few cases, complete in the 
present texts of the Epic and the Puranas, and tracing 
the different stages, at which he was first described as 
a great hero, and subseriuently identified with tine God- 
head, would be only a piece of guess-work. We find nume- 
rous references in the Ml)b. where he is referred to as an incar- 
nation of the Great God, the creator and protector, as also the 
destroyer of the world ; and the Puranas, too, are not a bit back- 
ward in this matter. There is only one prominent place in the 
whole Epic, and that is the Bhagavadgita, where, if we compare 
it with its imitation, the Aiiuglta, we can find out some trace of 
this development. A detailed comparative study of these two, 
is still a desideratum. It would suffice, for the sake of our 
present subject, to give just a few points : — 

3. The Anugita, has, for its context, a blunt or ratlier a foolish 
occasion, when Arjuna, after the hur.^e-sucrifice, seeing that 
Krsna would be returning to Dvaraka, asks him to repeat the 
Bhagavadgitfi, saying' tliathe had forgotten all about it ; Krsna 
in reply, saying that lie too, was unable to repeat it exactly, but 
would give him a story which would carry the same'^' sense, and 
then starts with the pliilosophy told by the Brahmana from the 
heavens ; this story ends with adh. 20, which is concluded by 
Krsna, by saying, ‘ this same w^as beard by Arjuna, at the time of 
the war •* ‘‘Tadapi hi ratliasthas tvam srutavan etad eva lii,” 20,55, 
clearly meaning that the matter contained in adh. 17-20, was the 
same as that in tlio original Bhagavadgitfi. Of course, the 
Anugita, as we find it, at present, does not end here, but has got 

1 “ Yat tutad bhavata proktam pura Kesava souhrdat ‘ tat sarvam purusa- 

vyaghra nas^m me vyagracetasali, ” XIV. 17. 6. 

2 “ Yatbatam buddhim 5sth5ya gatim agrySm gamisyasi, ’*op. cit. 17. 14. 
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two more additions, ( 1 ) the dialogue between the BrS-hmana 
couple adhs. 21-35, ending with Krsna’s explaining, that the 
Brahmana was the mind ( manah ), and his wife was the intel- 
lect ( buddhi ) ; and ( 2 ) the dialogue between the teacher and 
his disciple 36-51, where too, at the end, Krsnasays that he was 
the teacher and the mind was the student, and here again, do we 
find the reference to the occasion of the BhG. repeated.' The 
number of sfcanzas in these three portions, amounts to a little 
above 700, the present BhG. text. Thus, if we are to judge from 
the Anugita, the BhG, its original, seems to have three stages of 
development. 

Apart from the treatment of the topics, a striking feature of 
the Anugita is that, it is, all through, given in an indirect narra- 
tion, while the text of BhG. abounds in statements in the ‘ first ' 
person, referring to Krsna, as the Supreme God. In other words, 
Krsna asserts himself as the God, and disposer of the worlds, in 
BhG. text, while in AG. he merely expounds the principles of 
philosophy, stating only at the end that he was the teacher. If 
AG clearly purports to be a repetition of BhG, it is difficult to 
see why it takes this roundabout w^ay, avoiding the first personal 
‘ Aham ’ referring to Krsna. 

Mbh. is, otherwise, full of references recognising Krsna, as 
the supreme God, and as such he is often called ‘ Purana Rsl, ’ 
‘ Vedatma ' vijanatam drsyah ( II. 36. 10. 11 ) ’ ‘ saksad devah, ’ 
avyayatma paramesvarah ( III. 86. 25-28 ), ' ‘ lokatrayasyadhi- 
patir mahatma ( V. 22. 10 ), ' visvasrg ( VII. 33. 12), ’ visvasya 
brahmano mukham ( XII. 212. 10 ), ‘ sarvasya srasta, samhara eva 
ca ( XIV. 55. 4 ), * etc. etc. all the epithets of Visnu, Hari, Nara- 
yana, being given to him. 

4. In this connection, it is interesting to note that the ‘Visnu 
sahasranama ’ at XIII. 254, does not contain any synonym illus- 
trating any incident of Krsna’s Puranic life, though it mentions 
his connection with the Yadavas, and such other things that are 
found in the]VIl)h. text, too •, there is again, a collection of 100 
names, at XII. 42, directly addressed to Krsna, by Yudhisthira, 

I ‘ Purvaiu apyetad evoktam yuddhakala upasthite ’ 51, 49* 
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but here too, we find only his identification with the Godhead, 
and no reference to his Puranic life. 

Mbh. is only responsible for the combined identification of 
Arjuna and Krsna, with Nara and Narayaim, who are stated to 
be sages gifted with superior knowledge, inca'«'nations of the God. 
There are only twenty-six references to this, comparatively far 
too little. In the Puranic sources, BhP, and that too, only in one 
place, refers to this identification, when Krsna and Arjuna go to 
the heavens to fetch the dead children of a Brahmana ( BhP 89 
60* “ purnakamav api yuvam "Naranarayanav rsl, ".supreme 

God addressing the two ). A striking fact, in this connection, 
is, that the famous benedictory stanza • ‘ Narayanam namaskrtya 
etc. ” beginning the Mbh. and mentioning the pair under refer- 
ence, is not found in the Southern MSS., which have some others 
to begin the great Epic with. It is, therefore, clear, that this 
stanza is a composition of the Northern Recension, and perhaps 
the identification itself is a Northern idea. Of course, the whole 
Mbh. MHS. material is not yet handled, and perhaps, even after 
the study of the S. MSS., it might be found tliat the 26 and old 
references to this Naranarayana idea, are not missing in the 
S. Recn. too ; the contamination between the two Recensions was 
inevitable. But it is possible that although Krsna was identified 
withNarayana long back, it was only his friendship with Arjuna 
of the Mbh. reputation, that subsequently gave the latter, a posi- 
tion of Nara, and thus the two stood side by side, as worshipful 
ones. A proof of this joint worship of Vasudeva and Arjuna, is 
indicated in the siitra ‘ Vasudevarjunabhyam vun ’ of Paiiini, 
often quoted by scholars, to refer to Krsna’s greatness, disregard- 
ing the other part, mentioning * Arjuna the sutra would show 
that both Vasudeva and Arjuna were considered as worshipful, 
and just as ' Vasudevaka’ denoted a devotee of the first, ‘Arjunaka’ 
should denote one worshipping the second. So perhaps, both 
these were given high position, and wore worshipped as gods in 
the times ofPanini, and it was to point to this joint greatness, 
that references to their being Nara and Narayana, were inserted 
at some stage of development of the Epic text. 

6. R. G. Bhandarkar at p. 13, and 51, discussed some syno- 
nyms of Krsna, saying at p. 13, that Krsna, Janardanaand Kesava 
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are not Vrsni names, and at p. 51, that ' Govinda ' has nothing 
to do with cows, but with * go, ’ the earth, referring to the Boar- 
incarnation. In Mbh. V. 69, Saihjaya tells Dhrlarastra, the ety- 
mologies of some synonyms, and in another place, at Mbh. XIL 
350, we find Krsoa expounding his names to Arjuna. Both these 
cases are more or less of an artificial nature, and the etymology 
of the word, ‘ Vasudeva ’ given under Panini^s sutra quoted, 
falls under this category. Both R. G. Bhandarkar, and Jacobi, 
have tried to put aside Vasudeva altogether, rejecting on these 
grammatical grounds, that Vasudeva is a patronymic, but the 
Epic and all the Puraoic sources agree in putting Vasudeva as 
the father of iCrsna, and, as Pargitar, lias pointed out at pp. 105, 
107 of his ‘ Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, ^ we find liis 
name properly placed in a regular genealogy of the Yadavas. 
In addition to this, we find his statement at p. 140. ‘Krsna is 
styled ‘ Dfisarlui, Madhava, Sattvata, Vi"irsneya, and vSaurT after 
various ancestors, as well as ‘ Vasudeva ^ after his father* This 
use of patronymics seems to be more frequent in Ksatriya than 
in Brahmana traditions.’ 

Along with other names we find Krsna called The son of 
DevakP, as also of ‘Vasudeva* all through the Mbh. and the 
Puranas; besides, there are in Mbh. about 14 occasional references 
to Vasudeva personally, and iinless tliere is some scriptal error 
originally occurring in the Mahabhasya, and faithlully copied 
down by subsequent scribes, it seems rather strange that Pataiijali, 
should go against the established tradition and state that Vasu- 
deva, is the son of Vasu", and not Vasu"". That the Ch. Up. men- 
tions Krsna, as merely a son of Devaki, is also not to be much 
made of, as the same epithet is given him, in tlie sources under 
consideration. It might be, a person was called after his father, 
as well as liis mother, and subsequently the latter custom was 
somehow dropped away* Tn support ot this statement a reference 
too, can fortunately, be given : at Atharvaveda, IV.16, the last Rk 
gives a sort of formula, the whole Rk being translated thus-* 
“with all these fetters, I fasten thee so and so, of such and such a 
family, son of such and such a mother - ’'Apart from this, it is also 
possible that this Krsna initiated by Ghora Ahgirasa, was quite 
different from that of the Epic and Puranic traditions, which 
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mention only Samdipani, in some cases, Garga,-as his tutor, who is 
said to be a Kasya; the same should be the case with the Vedic seer 
Krsna; and more still, oiir Krsna has not been stated to be a seer 
of Vedic hymns. If the identification of the two has to bo taken 
at all, it is possible that the name of our Krsna was attached to 
the particular Vedic hymns, where his name is found. Without 
going: into details, we can see, that there are many bymns^ in the 
Bgveda, which have got two ur more names of seers, with the 
alternative ‘va’ = ‘or’, while on the other hand, we can see some, 
where the seers of particular Bks, are carefully mentioned. It 
would thus seem, that, at tlie time the collection was formed, the 
names of seers of some of the hymns were not knuun for certain, 
and more than one were current in popular tradition, which 
is recorded faithfully; in the same way, it is possible, that some 
hymns were found without any name, and these were, by the 
people, given, some fictitious names, as their seers, and the seer 
Krsna might be one of the type. Epithets like ‘lisih puraho 
vedatma, Mbh. 11.36,10, applied to Kisna, glorify him only in the 
general sense, without referring to his seership. 

7. Turning now to our main point, we have seen, that al- 
though incidental cross-references are found both in the Turanas 
and the Mbh, it can safely be stated, even from the present state 
of the texts, that these references have been inserted at some 
later stage of the textual development, and originally the two 
accounts w^ere mutually exclusive; so that the question is whether 
the two accounts refer to the same Krsna, or to different persons. 

Following the orthodox new, we can say that one f.s suppLemenlary 
of the other. Krsna was first glorified in the Mbh. and the remain- 
ing account of his lile, which had nothing to do with the Paiida- 
vas, and their warfare, and was still in oral tradition, was put 
together to be used in the Puranas. It need not be argued, that 
he was unscrupulous in attaining his ends, and thus an unfit 
person to preach the high philosoidiy of the Bhagavadgita. To 
find quite different, even contradictory characteristics, in one and 

1. Vide, ^Igveda 1.105, v 111.42,71,102, X.9,11, 115 to quote only a few, where 
‘va* is found; X.50 does not give any name, X.lOl )S doubtful about the 
deity. 

A. 20. 
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the same person, is the very sign of greatness. The Pandavas, 
Bhisma and others were attached to him, considered him as their 
sole support and resort, and saw the great God in his person, while 
the Kauravas took him to be an ordinary man, and treated him 
as such; even taking the most indifferent stand, there is nothing 
strange or ^incongruous^ in our hero’s being reared in a cow- 
settlement, Kamsa had put to death the first issues of Vasudeva, 
so, to avoid further calamity of the same nature, and to put ofif 
suspicion, the child was removed secretly to an unimposing place 
like the cow-settlement, and another substituted*, while the child 
grew there, the upsetting of a cart (sakata), killing of a bird 
(Putana), a crane (Baka), an ass (Dhenuka), etc, were quite natural 
and ordinary incidents, — a boy of some dash could easily achieve 
these things. There is only one point which is given extraordi- 
nary importance in BVP, and is not solely missing in any of the 
Puranic sources • it is his sports with the Gopis. Some of the 
sources state that Krsna was at this time, only seven years^ old, so 
any amorous play with the girls of the place is clearly out of 
question; it is phnskally impossible the only fact seems to be, that 
the boy was attractive in appearance, and sharp in his intellect, 
and was naturally endeared to all, especially the womemfolk, he 
played on flute, and the music attracted the girls round him; of 
course, matter other than this, is all the play of imagination, and 
should not affect our hero, in the least.’ There is only one gap in 
the story of this boy Krsna, and that is, once gone to Mathura 
with Akrura, he never returned to Gokula. The sources have 
tried to bridge this over, but their very disagreement in this 
respect, brings out the broad fact to light, that the original 
tradition had nothing to say on this point 

8. With regard to Krsna s personal normal activities of an 
ordinary day, w^e have a reference in Mbh. at XII52.2f. and in 
BhP at X. adh. 70 too; where we find him practising Yoga, early 

1 Or, was it that the figure seven suggested complete development. This 
suggestion has been made, in other connection, by ; Art O’Mur naghan ; 
see Theosopbical path, October 1929 p. 491~-“seven is a perfect number 
If this in terpretation is accepted, we shall have to take Kfs^a to 
have attained his youth, when his love-sports would be, at least, physi- 
cally possible. 
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in the morning. There is a reference in the Bh. Gita at adh. IV 
stating that Krsna revived the Yogic tradition. Perhaps it might 
be that he initiated the Pandavas, Bhisma and others in this 
practice, and was thus looked upon, by them, as their ‘Guru-the 
God/ so that, while he was, to the world in general, a great 
hero and a politician, his inner circle looked upon him, even in 
his life time, as the reviver of an old system, the god incarnate 
come down to the Earth for the purpose. 

But against all this orthodox view, there is a serious draw- 
back in the two accounts, and it is, that they are mutually ex- 
clusive. An incident of greatest importance like the Mbh. war, 
Krsna ’s preaching the message of the Bh. Gita, are things which 
should not have been omitted in the Puranic accounts, as also on 
the other-hand, the Mbh. which brings hundreds of compara- 
tively insignificant stories, in its finally developed form, of a lac 
of stanzas, should have recorded the rather wonderful incidents of 
his childhood: Janamejava is always curious to know each 
smalles*' dotail . ami 11* i-* (iin.f u ft- . uoi <iiv{ ;my ('onnect- 

ed of in rlv.' '-or h-v*- i>\ PiP, M])h. ; the 

Sniitlmr!) jP:-; !■> t.'-i? hi ’ ' pr < ' Mi!'', ioit\ire at 

Sa]di.:i':i.'M'V'in -<'<1 ■ !• • :! ' (-{' i ‘m . vn!y mere 

conspicuous. 

If, on the other hand, we were to take the two accounts to 
refer to two different persons, there is much common matter that 
helps to identify the two, rather than separate them; so that, it is 
now impossible, on the authority of our present sources, the Epic 
and the Puranas— and these are mainly responsible for the Krsna 
story; whether occasional references, outside this province, would 
make any conclusion valid, is doubtful to point out, where the 
two accounts seperated and how they were mixed up ; at best, we 
can only state that the mutual influence between these two is 
very great, and leave further analysis to higher criticism which 
would be subjective, and hence not acceptable to all alike. 
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APPENDIX 1. 

Kesna identified with the supreme Godhead 

REFERENCES IN THE MBH ( KUMBH. EDITION,) 

I. 64. 141-146ab I called also NSi, 

etc. NWisiiiWur iruir i 

68. 39-54 Earth approachin'' Brahma, who in his turn, goes 
to Narayana and requests : I 

68. 151 qppT'iir spUT'-firt i 

also InUTRTt and «it etc. 

214. 32, 33 Krsna born of the black hair of Narayana. 

227. 55, 56 ^ i . . . i 

238. 10 Arjuna as ^^51 %5TT ^51^^151^ l which Krsna 

with in bed.-f^inw i 

II. 1. 21 (YrqJHtq-: iTjqyfq: I 

13. 43 Yudh. utYtqriHt q?^r Trqiq fpji; i ^FWisiiq- 

»?3T 55 I 

36. 10, 11 fR; I ^(R: jimr i a=riTq»q?^qr m- 

Wo>T<T>« I % 5 T^: I came to Yudh. 

with presents for the Rajasilya. 

39. 13-20 Narada, on the ';UM occasion, thinks of ?R ^'IPTot be- 
come incarnate as Krsna, i 

41. 6ff. declaring K. as Supreme God. 

62. 9 Narada supporting q i 

3ik'frn*5'R%qTR i 

63. 14 Bhisma to Yudh.-qp-lT, the and hn^t, of all the =^2i?N 

fu’s in three worlds. 

67. 42 >^515 '>nS?T: ). 

70. 52 ifr3iTr?7’s R3 t; entered the bodj^ of K. 

90. 43-49 prayer of K. by DraupadI, at the time of TO'fl'T. 
(& iV. Recensions have different texts, here. 

III. 12. lOfT who is 3^!PiT, luq, sprirqiRqiR, 

etc. is praised by Arj. describing bis feats. 
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45. 26 Indra to i ;it*i ^%5Tt »m- 

^Rf3T^ fR: I 

46. 38 to fK^c^^iTirwr: being the R?#, ntffi and 

of Arjuna. 

86. 25-28 ’oi'Jr to Yudh.-5'RTgif^ifr where Mfit'gT; 5fr: 3^^ | 
192. 53 to Yudh. H n i?5t^i...TrroT5^ ffrr^Jr^frFRr-. 1 

202. 18 'Ti^^JTto Yudh. nsTf^nt ... mfqar: i 

264. 8-15 praying K. as god at tlie affair [ ref. |••5^tf- 
?r*TRf f^r I the whole of this adh. is a 
Northern text. Krsna’s help in the RHT affair is doubt- 
ful as there are two texts for the prayer and the 
is not mentioned in any other Epic reference ; the 
insult made much of is her being dragged to the 
court, while she was^R’^feii. ] 

273. 72 Siva to 'R »mrr?^Kg: frwrH 1 

311. 28 Indra to Karna : fr ( Arj. ) ^ 

V. 7. 24 Arj. has, K. who is ^5 »i 7 t: etc. 

7. 36 5TiT?Sf?[ I 

22. 10 to 1 

22.30 „ ,. „ sq Rvnr: I 
„. 33 „ „ „ | 

48. 84, 88. K. called i%wby Arjuna. 

53. 3 ^71 vm?T: w^'- who would subjugate all the worlds. 

67. to ’■jrTri?;-?iR^i 3T)T?r-. f who would burn 

the world, is the Lord of Time and Death, etc. 

68. 3 knows K. to be (35't...5FHViiFT l 

69. „ relates to etymologies of Krsna's Synonyms. 

These seem to be, more or less ar ificial. 

70 'iRTr?' praises K. as etc. 

82. 36 fi??': 35f3’5f: leaving for fRfRijr. 

83. ’fTH^ advising a reception of Krsna ft 

86. 3 „ HJpTPgl^fTIRf : I 
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90. 67 Kuntl :-^i i fWR wniFr jmr: i 

107, 14 fWT..- i 

„ 15 ...I fSOT ^f?(.TqoqiiI?; I 

130. 55-67 to refers to the Puranic feats of K. :- 

SPT SFPIT 5T I 

131. 4-6 K. showing his seen by 

W<^. 

V. 169. 16 »flR to i 

VI. 21. 11, 14-16 Arj. to Yudh.ar^si^i HR#.,. I 5^^:?HTrfR?I Jm: fwr- 

^ 3TJr: I in sjq fft#ri...i nfjrmsnt iw 5i5^f|fii: 
I 

25*42, Bhagavadglta, where Krsna identified himself with 
the God. 

59. 96, 97 Bhisma to K.^~^ can^in etc. 

65*68 ., to relating the (%'51'n^PT; where srpr requested 

the God to come to the earth as Krsna. 

98. 14-15 *ffwT to ^ ntm i ^5^5=1^ 

5iT^: ...I 

106, 62-64 welcoming death at the hands of K.— 

II. 10. 76 'jnn? : — ntmqml iR?i ig; 1 

29. 34 K. explains to Arj. his fourfold form ^—(1) 

(2) (3) ?p 4 noi, and (4) ■5rH...fH^ 

I 

83. 12 ^ to :— R'firfrrr 

49. 1 liRF : n WRlJ’st gioi: I i.e. sqfqqrg. 

79. 9 i...r^5nj: comforted Arj. 

83. 10-20 Yudh. praising K. in the presence of other kings: — 
^%5r, liOTTI, f p:JT etc. Snoifli* 

143. 60 K. ordered to go to his world and obtain divine 
from like himself, 

150, 5ff,Yudh. after the death of Jayadratha, praises K, as the 
supreme Lord. 
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VIII. 23, 61 Karna to fsiyw snra: ^ ( of Arjuna ). 

65. 1 

72. 14 Arj. took:— ^Tn^T^^TT?! %f»T ^ i 
83. 65 Karna to Salya:— (Arjuna)... SR : i ’(W OTt sr 
Sm SSt...RftW. I 

101. 29-34 Yudh. praised K. after Karna ’s death. 

IX. 18.27 RT5R(<^: qiiJsl : speaking ••—sst =R snmtlnroi sm: fwnt 
I 

63. 12 ^TTisTWi# Arjuna^s ^ was reduced to ashes. 

XII. 42 Yudh. after his coronation, praises Krspa *• — J, 5^ ^ 
‘tfogr :, ^ : etc. (100 names of iR^g; acc. to S. Recti). 

45 Yudh. praising K. as a perfect yogin.and Lord ... s»?ri fssim 

fS ??T«ir?TT?9 f I 

46 RiwRrTsrRrT, where K. is addressed as the Godhead. 

„. 136 m ■■ (K.) gives 5(?fRRi5TH ^ to r'sr. 

50. 2-9 *flKR praises K. in his 'twr : ?r rithi srw I 

51. 15 K. grants divine knowledge, ease of limbs, etc. 

53. 25ff grants boons to that his words would be 

honoured, and his fame would be eternal. 

110. 35-38 »iT 5R to Yudh : R : : R 

RRvr qiuJioT I % |nn%... i 

206. tells Yudh, how ftscg, ^ 5 tr, rrirot performed the crea- 
tion, and identifies him with Krsna, as related by RTtr. 

208. 1 Yudh. wants to know all re : fVJrRBRR^iRTR i 

,„ 47 Ri^ tells all, giving the RW^^s, and concludes : ^tW.. 9R- 
: I 

212 RTew':Rt?R : RtiR? srsivir rjrr, i rrirr rastg...! 

286. 60 identifying with whose powers were 

told to W by RRTfRR. 

„. 62 K. is the g^?RW of the great God. 

348. 21-54 fOTiiRPHT foretold by RRRi^i to =iR3 (St. 25, 26, 30-33, 
36-” 9, 41 cd — 53 8. interp), 

„. 55 RI7RR the ninth 

350 K. expounds his names to Arjuna. 

352 do. do. do. 

358. 88 fSR 'IR I? PSiRSRi RIR% %RRTRf «RIR>t R I 
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XIII. 203 praises Krsna, as the first creator, supreme God, 

identifies him with Tru (46.) 

XIV. 52. 6ff Arj. praising Krsna: 

!%...! 

54. K. explains to his divine form. 

55. 4, 5 K. reveals to his divine form. 

„. 7-14 the sage praises Krsna. 

„. 38, 39 K. gave water in the land. 

68. TfRi praying K. for the revival of her child : — 

XV. 33. 11 s^rfT to m?uifr — ^rruvot (i%%). 

XVT. 5. 28 I 

XVIII 5. 23 ®jm’s teaching HTTPnfr 

1%^ ? II 


APPENDIX II. 

Krsna and arjuna identified with Narayana and Nara 

IN THE MBH. 

I. 1. 198 R'T^truff <ii ^K.Trfg4f i 

.68. 119 to gods re • la,st fight) : sTT^niOR^RT 3 ^ 

Rsfru; iTRifR; i 

.238.24 3TRRt mRRiami Ri tlTRRiuonifi l (Krsna and Arjuna 
at Prabhasa). 

.250. 8, 9 Ri...i fi Ri I (Brahma 

asking Agni to approach them). 

.254. 18 Ti[HRm<m>iTi J'^Ir'i ftiT I (st^T^iunfr Indra in 
Khandava fight). 

II. 89. 45 fwi ^ =R ariiRiJr it€i5Ti% Rifr%^t i 

III. 12. 46-48 Krsna to Arjuna : RR'T l !TTt;3RW...?KRT^iifr 

srffJ3;i 

.40. 1-3 Siva to Arjuna : % RRlUOIBWiRRiRI i 

.45. 18, 19 Indra to SIR?!: RTJTRIR'ift r) l RltRlR- 

. 84 . 6 2i^» to ut*R .-...sTfuiT RWRnroiTt^ i 
?. 126. 19 RisrviPtr where hhiuroiI practised penance. 

,273. 31, 82 Indra to Jayadratha :..-3i3R sit RW 
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V. 49. 19 to the gods ; 4tft ...i 

«l%: I 

.96. 49 to Kauravas : S T ^ rn tm it ^ ^ l 

.111. 4 g<rJT to moj^: fnrnm: F™it srIwt: i 

VI. 23. 18 |>tM» 5T, to Arjuna = JTRHlttnfR^l 

.121. 32 ‘Tir'^sfn^ i Bhisma to 

Arjuna. 

VII. 11. 41 Dhrtarastra •• Hgi-iiiHl sTTsurnnUTl^l l 

.77. 2 After the death of Abhimanyu, HTSi rn q oft ^ ^ •• 

: I were anxious as to what would happen. 

VII. 80. 51 Siva sees sTC^mimV 3HI for qis^m^r. 

.81. 9 Krsna and Arjuna <i<«tKNUIilfr, went to the lake and 
brought qisq'^'^. 

.201. 14 ^CfTTTnraft tried their utmost to put down HRUum^r. 

.202. 53ff to sqsqpqiHf: penance of sage =Tirw»r, — called ^ 15 ^ at 
st. 72, — his seeing Rudra who granted him boona 
Krana and Arjuna=Narayana and Nara. 

VIII. 52. 19 fR5nTr«mrS4! 1 

.92. 13 >R?'5TgJi to when the fight between Arjuna and 

Karna was serious ; 

XIII. 252. 55, 56 after st. of fiOTinifirir: practise W 

at for 100 years, as related by =1K3. 

.273. 44 HiER’s last prayer = I 


APPENDIX 111. 

Mbh. References to Vasudeva. 

( This point is referred to at p. 332. ) 

I. 64. 141 snj|^: ... i 

163. 32 -.(1.6. KuntI ). 

239. 15 ( i. e. SubhadrS ). 

II. 40. 6 545^ it 1 Sisupala asking, when Kisna 

was being given arghya. 

III. 304. 24 MUPft ( i. e. Kunti ). 

VII. 144. 10 I (i%(% won ^rqfl on behalf of 

Vasudeva. 


A. 21. 
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Xir. 47. 31 i 

XIII. son of and father of Krsna, of four hands ( I ). 

XIV. 60. 61 Krgpa related to Vasudevathe events of the Mbh. war. 

83. 15 Vasudeva with Ugrasena going to receive Arjuna 
with the sacrificial horse, at Dvaraka. 

XVI. 7 Arjuna came to see Vasudeva after the greatly unhappy 
end of the Yadavas. 

8. 15-26 Death of Vasudeva, who was followed by his 
four widows to the funeral pyre. 

XVIII. 5. 16 Vasudeva among those, who, after death, entered the 
deities. 


APPENDIX IV. 

LIST OE SOME HYMNS IN RGVEDA GIVING ALTERNATIVE 
NAMES FOR THEIR SEERS. 

( This point is referred to at p. 333. ) 

I. 105 alFfqfgfT; f ?Ut 
II. 1 STdfirg; 5Tt=Tfl^: gWHl 

VIII. 42 I ?-'=! I V-8 tFIOSf; 

^ I 

.67 stHfi nHTi ^rr ^ • 

.71 31^^- ' 

.73 iti<TTH I 

.86 ^'=^ 11 ^: 1 

.87 fsmi ^ tiRib-- gr i 

.9‘i ^ ' 

.94 !%• 'll I 

.96 ^ HIFB: i 

.102 51^^ 3T'Wr ’trffWfJf: I BJIT: gB> 

siJJtfTr. I 

IX 5. 24 ' 

.9 ^ SRStflf: I 

.19 'IfHI7dlF2^r Sfl RT'k: ( 
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.20-26 (q^Tf irijTTT^qi JTf ^gfa[T I 

.50 No mention of any seer 
.65 I 

.67 different names for different groups of st., but for 23-32, 
qi%#! ^(%5I t'rfi STf I 

.72 I 

.79, 80 arw: i 

.88 srr i 

.101 doubtful about the deiiy I 

.102 „ ,. „ ^ I 

,105 doubtful about the name and epithet r- 

^TRU gr ^ur 5®nT: I 

.107 R^'Tt 5IT JifJTiqTJTT I gr i 

.109 grr snsi I 

.110 31ir?IS^'Tfg^l ^ 'TU: I 

.114 uifi ^ mq«' i 

.115 7q^i'Ti 1 
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APPENDIX V. 

Genealogy of the Yadavas— the sstvatas 
( Pargiter — Ancient Indian Historical Tradition, pp. 105, 107 ). 
( This point is referred to at p. 332. ) 
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